STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 3rd February 2010.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), J K Knibbs, E Blackman, K Tatham, A Thornhill, J Hope, T Jutsum, Mrs E Balmforth and Ms H Lawton. There were no parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES



Councillor R Brewer.
2. 
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th January 2010 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA


None.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

There was nothing to report.

6a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS


None received.
6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Bishop Sutton Football Club, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton.
Upgrading of floodlighting (Resubmission).
Permitted.
7.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

The District Councillor reported that he had just come from a cabinet meeting at B&NES where the budget for the next financial year had been discussed. This has now to go to full council for ratification and a full report will be given at the next parish council meeting.
8.
WEST OF ENGLAND JOINT WASTE CORE STRATEGY

This was deferred to the next meeting as the papers are still in circulation.

9.
SPEED OF TRAFFIC ON A368.

Councillor Hope arrived during this item.

B&NES has proposed two sites for a VAS (Vehicle Activated Sign) in Bishop Sutton. One in the area of the Bonhill junction for traffic approaching from the Stowey end of the village and the other at the other end near the Butchers Arms. There will be two sites but one sign which will be able to be moved between the sites. They have also proposed some “count down” road markings and 30 outlined in red, to be painted on the road near these signs. The Parish Council is pleased with these proposals and will advise B&NES accordingly.
10.
PENNY FOR YOUR THOUGHTS. CONSULTATION ON TOILETS

This was deferred to the next meeting as the papers are still in circulation.
11.
CONSULTATION ON LIBRARIES
The Parish Council is disappointed at the reduction in the service. These comments will be passed to B&NES.
12.
CONSULTATION ON ALCA DRAFT BUSINESS PLAN
The Parish Council supports this plan and will advise ALCA accordingly.
13.
CONSULTATION ON CHEW VALLEY LEISURE CENTRE

It was decided to comment that a swimming pool would be a welcome addition to the facilities at the Leisure Centre.

14.
ROTARY CLUB OF CHELWOOD BRIDGE COMMUNITY AWARD
Nominations are sought for the Community Award. It was decided to nominate Bettina Cohn.

15.
CHEQUE PAYMENTS BY PARISH COUNCILS
In light of the intended abolition of cheques in the future, NALC are asking for support for their petition for a change in the current law for local authorities, which states that every cheque or order for payment of money by a parish council shall be signed by two members of the council.

It was agreed to support this request.

16.
ITEMS FOR PACT MEETING
Ham Lane. Parking near the junction of Ham Lane with The Street, is becoming an increasing problem. This will be raised at the PACT meeting.
Gritting. Following a Government directive that only A and B roads should be gritted during the recent cold spell, this left some important routes in this area, such as those to some primary schools, in a dangerous state. This will also be raised at the meeting. 
17.
WEST HARPTREE CEMETERY
Four tenders have been received and one has been chosen. Subject to clarification on some minor points the contract will be let to D B Gibbons (Construction) Ltd of West Harptree. The work will be overseen by East and West Harptree Parish Councils. It is hoped that it will be completed by the end of March 2010.
18.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS AND PAVEMENTS

Cappards Rd. It was reported that there is a blocked gully here.
Sutton Wick. It was reported that there is either a blocked gully or a water leak in this area as there is a continual area of standing water on the road.

Walleycourt Lane. It was reported that there are some very large potholes at the Twycross end of the lane.


These problems will be reported to B&NES.
19.
FOOTPATHS


There was nothing to report.

20.
FINANCES

i)
Precept 2010/2011. The budget for the 2010/11 financial year was discussed in detail. It was recommended that the Precept be set at £16,000. This was proposed by Councillor Knibbs, seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed. 

ii)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£26.36
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£3,863.19
PO Investment Account



£7,068.00
Cheques to pay: -

Parish Cleaner (1198)



£92.80
Oak Accountancy Services Ltd (1199)

£34.50
A J Wyatt (1200)




£13.72
Clerk’s Salary (1201)



£305.94
Clerk’s Expenses (1201)



£42.71
Filer’s Coaches (1202)



£80.00

It was decided to transfer £600.00 from the Reserve to the Current Account.
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Tatham seconded by Councillor Blackman and unanimously agreed. 
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DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 3rd March 2010 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.40pm.
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