STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 6th April 2011.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), K Tatham, A Thornhill, E Blackman, Mrs E Balmforth, R Brewer, J K Knibbs and T Jutsum. There was one parishioner present.
1.       APOLOGIES



Councillor J Hope.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd March 2011 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
5. Chairman’s Report; Butchers Arms. It was reported that following a visit from an officer from B&NES the benches have been moved into the car park.

4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman reported that he had received a complaint from a parishioner about the state of the verge at Twycross after the contractors had finished the road resurfacing. B&NES has advised that the contractors did return to repair the damage but the conditions were too wet and they will return again when it is drier to remedy this.
He also reported that B&NES has today advised us that they have £7,000 left for road safety in this area and they propose to install another VAS sign at the other end of the village. The Parish Council would be pleased with this but also wondered whether this money could instead be spent on improving the width of the pavement along the A368 between the Chapel and Ham Lane as we have previously requested. This will be suggested to them.
Finally, Councillor Blackman has written to advise that he will not be seeking re-election this year and this will be his last meeting. The Chairman and Councillors thanked him for his services and wished him well for the future.

6a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Little Orchard, Ham Lane, Bishop Sutton.
Provision of new vehicular access through land south of site.

Support.

6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS


There were none.
6c
APPEALS

i) 19 Sutton Park, Bishop Sutton.

Erection of a first floor rear extension over existing garage.

Appeal against B&NES’ decision to refuse.
7.    DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor reported that B&NES is now in purdah in the six weeks prior to the election, and there was therefore nothing to report. He did however, give a brief report on the recent “Youth Champion” meeting for youth provision in the Chew Valley. The meeting was well attended and was led by Angela Fraser, a Church representative. The intention is to try to form a properly constituted body to enable grant funding to be bid for, to provide youth services for the Chew Valley.
 
8.
REPORT FROM YOUTH MEETINGS

Councillors Brewer and Tatham attended the fourth and final meeting in the series of meetings organised by Somer Housing at the Football Club. Again this meeting was well attended. The current position was reviewed and the future direction discussed. The Youth Council will next meet in October. In the meantime Mrs Kite is trying to organise some activities for youths in Bishop Sutton.
9.
POLICE INDEPENDENT COMMUNITY ADVISORY GROUP CONSULTATION
The volunteer member for the B&NES area, Steve Ward, has asked for the Parish Council’s comments on the Police and PCSOs in this area. The Council is generally happy with the Policing in this area. 
10.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS & PAVEMENTS

i)
A368 Wick Rd. It was reported that the large pothole near the centre line, in the road between Old Pit Garage and the Village Hall has not yet been repaired. This will be reported to B&NES.
ii)
A368. A resident has raised concerns on the speed of traffic along the stretch entering Bishop Sutton from the Stowey direction. This will be raised with B&NES and a request made that they consider a lower speed limit along this stretch.

iii)
A368. It was queried if B&NES are monitoring the HGV traffic along this road following the weight restriction imposed by N Somerset. This will be raised with B&NES.

iv)
Stowey crossroads. It was reported that there is a pothole near the crossroads. This will be reported to B&NES.  
v)
Pavement between the Chapel and Ham Lane. The safety of this narrow section of pavement was again raised. This will be raised again with B&NES.

11.
FOOTPATHS


There was nothing to report.

12.
FINANCES 
i)
Filer’s Coaches. Filer’s have advised that there will be a cost increase to £24 per trip from £20 per trip. It was proposed by Councillor Tatham, seconded by Councillor Brewer and unanimously agreed that this be accepted.
ii)
Request from Bishop Sutton Society for a grant for the Fun Day. The Bishop Sutton Society has requested a grant towards the cost of printing programmes for the Fun Day. It proposed by Councillor Thornhill, seconded by Councillor Tatham that £300 be granted and this was unanimously agreed. 
iii)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£10.12
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£11, 567.07
Cheques to pay: -

Aon Ltd (1294)




£1184.29
Stowey House Farm (1295)



£14.30

B&NES (1296)




£450.00

Filer’s Coaches (1297)



£100.00

New Leaf Tree & Garden (1298)


£135.00

Bishop Sutton Methodist Trust (1299)

£45.00

ALCA (1300)





£251.15

Parish Cleaner (1301)



£102.78

Clerk’s Salary (1301)



£272.99
Clerk’s Expenses (1301)



£23.89
HMRC (1302)




£68.20

It was recommended that £3,000.00 be transferred from the Reserve Account to the Current Account. Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Mrs Balmforth seconded by Councillor Thornhill and unanimously agreed. 


13
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
It was proposed by Councillor Blackman, seconded by Councillor Tatham and unanimously agreed that the date of the next meeting be changed to Wednesday 18th May 2011 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall, as there will be some absences which would mean the meeting if held on 11th May would not have a quorum.  
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.20pm.
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