STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 3rd August 2011.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), K Tatham, A Thornhill, J K Knibbs, Mrs E Balmforth and R Brewer. There were eight parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES



None.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 15th June 2011 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
B&NES has confirmed that the paperwork recently received on the zig zag markings outside the school are a formality for the Traffic Regulation Order which had previously not been made, so that the markings were previously unenforceable. They will now be enforceable and the restrictions will apply from 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman welcomed the two prospective councillors in the audience.
6a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Little Bonhill, Bonhill Rd, Bishop Sutton.
Erection of two storey extension to West of property to replace conservatory (resubmission).
Support.

6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) The Paddock, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton

Erection of workshop/store following demolition of existing

Permitted 
ii) Overbrook, Stowey Bottom

Erection of single storey rear extension and terrace, erection of single storey extension following removal of existing conservatory on east elevation, demolition of existing garage to rear of dwelling and widen existing site entrance.

Permitted 

iii) Stowey Quarry, Stowey Rd, Stowey

Restoration of Stowey Quarry by landfilling of Stable Non Reactive Hazardous Waste (SNRHW) and inert wastes.

Permitted. 
Concern was raised by all members present about B&NES decision to grant this permission despite the objections raised by the Parish Council, without requiring an independent environmental impact assessment and without placing any restrictions, either through planning conditions or by use of a section 106 agreement, to restrict traffic using the site. The decision appears to conflict with the B&NES Core Strategy Document and the Regional Waste Plan.

It was proposed by Councillor Knibbs and seconded by Councillor Thornhill that a letter outlining the concerns of the Parish Council and the public be sent to the Chef Executive of B&NES Council, the head of planning and  the Environment Agency prior to their granting of a licence to operate the consent, highlighting this Parish's concerns. This was unanimously agreed.
i) 13 Sutton Park, Bishop Sutton.

Erection of rear extension at ground and first floor levels

Permitted.
7.    DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor reported on concerns over the decision by B&NES to grant planning consent for Stowey Quarry. There are two possible courses of action open to objectors, one being a judicial review which would be very costly. The other option would be to write to the Environment Agency, who must grant a licence for the operation of the consent before work can begin, to advise them of the level of public concern.  
He also reported on concerns in Stowey and throughout the valley in general on the speed of traffic through the villages.
  
8.
BOAT OVER BURLEDGE

B&NES has written to advise that they propose to make a Traffic Regulation Order to prohibit the driving of motor vehicles over the section of lane marked on the drawing no. CL23/41 North Widcombe dated 7/6/2011. Letters of support were read to the meeting. At this point the meeting was opened for parishioners to speak. The meeting resumed with a vote on the proposal to support the proposed TRO. This was carried by 4 votes in favour and 2 against.
9.
PROBLEM SOLVING TRAINING


Details of training courses for the above have been received from B&NES. If any Councillor is interested in attending please advise the Clerk.

10.
TRAFFIC IN THE CHEW VALLEY


Correspondence has been received from the Chair of Chew Stoke Parish Council voicing concerns over the speed of traffic through Chew Stoke and other villages within the Chew Valley. They suggest creating a forum to represent all parishes within the Valley to agree an overall approach to the problem. Councillor Knibbs volunteered to be the representative for this parish.
10.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS & PAVEMENTS

Councillor Tatham attended the recent PACT meeting and gave a report on this. The priorities include traffic through Stowey where there are no weight restrictions and the national speed limit applies.
At this point Councillor Knibbs left the meeting.

i) A368 flashing speed signs. B&NES will be reminded about their promise of a second sign as this has not yet been installed.

ii) A368 Wick Rd. It was reported that there is a large pothole near Old Pit garage.

iii) A368 near Tennis Courts. It was reported that the hedge along the new section of pavement is overhanging the pavement.

iv) Play area at rear of village hall. It was reported that the sign has been damaged. Also, the gate has not yet been repaired.

v) Stowey House Farm. It was queried whether the large advertising sign at the entrance to the farm, should have planning permission.

12.
FOOTPATHS


There was nothing to report.

13.
FINANCES 
i)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£539.40
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£14,868.59
Cheques to pay: -

Bishop Sutton Methodist Trust (1320)

£45.00
New Leaf Tree & Garden (1321)


£530.00
Filer’s Coaches (1322)



£192.00
Oak Accountancy Services (1323)


£38.40
Stowey House Farm (1324)



£28.60
Clerk’s Salary (June) (1325)


£272.99
Clerk’s Expenses (June) (1325)


£44.37
Clerk’s Salary (July) (1326)



£272.99

Parish Cleaner (June) (1327)


£92.58

Parish Cleaner (July) (1328)


£92.58

HMRC (June) (1329)



£78.40

HMRC (July) (1330)




£78.40
The Chairman raised the issue of meeting the Parish Council’s financial commitments during months when no meeting is held, particularly in view of the current difficulty in meeting quorum. Following a discussion it was agreed that rather than minimise the funds in the current account each month once all bills have been met, we will maintain a balance of £1,000 in that account permitting one month's average payments to be met and paid under the terms of the standing orders. 

It was recommended that £2,300 be transferred from the Reserve Account to the Current Account. Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Thornhill seconded by Councillor Brewer and unanimously agreed.  

14
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 7th September 2011 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.45pm.
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