STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 7th December 2011.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), K Tatham, J K Knibbs, A Thornhill, R Brewer, Mrs E Balmforth, Ms H Clewett and P Dobson. There was one parishioner present.
1.       APOLOGIES



There were none.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 9th November 2011 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
i)
8. Report from ALCA AGM. We have since learned of the resignation of the County Secretary. The vacancy will be advertised in the new year.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

6d) Land at Ham Lane. Councillor Betton declared an interest as a neighbour of the property concerned.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

We have received some correspondence from a parishioner in support of a speed limit for Stowey with several signatures in support of this.
6a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS


There were none.
6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) The Lodge, Sutton Court, Stowey
Erection of a free standing oak framed garage/home office building following demolition of existing garden shed.

Permitted.

ii) Brambles, Church Lane, Bishop Sutton.

Erection of a single storey rear extension.

Permitted.

6c
CONSULTATION: B&NES GYPSIES, TRAVELLERS & TRAVELLING SHOWPEOPLE SITE ALLOCATION DEVELOPMENT PLAN
A consultation and questionnaire has been received from B&NES. This was discussed and the questions answered in line with the Parish Council’s policy on planning.
6d
CONSULTATION: LAND AT HAM LANE, BISHOP SUTTON

Councillor Brewer as Vice Chairman chaired the meeting for this item. A letter has been received asking for the Council’s comments on potential development of some land at Ham Lane. The Parish Council’s comments are that it is our policy to focus on existing sites which are within the village boundary and we feel that there are other more suitable sites which should be given priority. Councillor Betton did not take part in the decision.
7.   
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor reported that a request that B&NES Cabinet review the decision not to prepare a joint broadband plan as part of the Government’s Broadband Delivery UK project was upheld at a public meeting on Monday 5th December. The Economic and Community Development (EDC) Policy Development & Scrutiny Panel held the meeting after fourteen Councillors requested that the decision should be ‘called-in’. The Call-in process means that a Cabinet decision, which has been made but not yet implemented, can be scrutinised to check that it was made following the correct evidence and procedures. The cross-party Panel heard from a great number of public speakers and considered a list of reasons for the Call-in so that it could recommend whether the decision should be implemented, referred back to the Cabinet or referred to the Full Council to undertake the role of the Panel. Having considered the evidence the seven members of the Panel voted unanimously to uphold the Call-in. This means the decision was to be referred back to the Cabinet for reconsideration on 7th December. The Cabinet considered there maybe some merit in the points that were made at the Call In meeting but would need technical advice on the possibilities and implications before they are in a position to decide whether their decision needs to be changed.  Accounting for this they noted the decision of the Panel and determined an assessment be undertaken by others and a further report brought back before Cabinet as soon as possible.

8.
BISHOP SUTTON SOCIETY 
At the last meeting the Bishop Sutton Society requested permission to erect two Christmas Trees in Bishop Sutton in the usual places. The Parish Council is happy to grant this.
9.
BISHOP SUTTON CRICKET CLUB

Bishop Sutton Cricket Club has requested permission to break up a former concrete base at the recreation ground and returf the area. In principle the Parish Council agrees with this but is not sure of the location of the concrete base to which they are referring. Subject to this being clarified the permission is granted.
10.
MENDIP HILLS AONB

Mendip Hills AONB has offered new village name signs which contain the Mendip Hills AONB logo. These are priced at £709.50 each. It was decided not to purchase any of these.
11.
RELOCATION OF CHEW SURGERY TO CHEW STOKE

Filer’s Coaches has confirmed there will no change in pricing for the journey to Chew Stoke instead of Chew Magna when the surgery relocates in the early part of next year. 
12.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS & PAVEMENTS

i) Walleycourt Lane.
It was reported that the verges are overgrown which makes walking along them difficult. This will be reported to B&NES.
ii) Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton. It was reported that there is still a large and spreading pothole outside The Laurels. This has been reported to B&NES on several occasions. A letter will be sent to the Chief Executive asking for a response to this.
13.
FOOTPATHS

There was nothing to report.
14.
FINANCES 
i)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£1,190.08
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£17,571.77
Cheques to pay: -

Filer’s Coaches (1389)



£120.00
Stowey House Farm (1390)



£14.30
ALCA (1391)





£45.00
Parish Cleaner (1392)



£105.38
Clerk’s Salary (1393)



£281.91
Clerk’s Expenses (1393)



£1.44
HMRC (1394)




£70.40
It was recommended that £500.00 be transferred from the Reserve Account to the Current Account. Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Tatham seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed. 

ii)
Draft Budget for 2012 - 2013

The Finance Working Party met during December and a balance sheet with budget figures was distributed to Councillors. A decision on the precept will be made at the next meeting.
15
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 4th January 2012 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.55pm.
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