STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 15th June 2011.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), K Tatham, A Thornhill, J K Knibbs and R Brewer. There were two parishioners and the local Police beat officer present.
1.       APOLOGIES



Councillor Mrs E Balmforth
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meetings held on 18th May 2011 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
The Financial reports of the Richard Jones Charity and the Chew Magna Combined Charity were received.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
At this point the meeting was opened and P C Simon Glanfield gave a report on the problems at Burledge Common. The meeting resumed with the next item.
5.
DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE FORM
Councillor Knibbs duly signed the appropriate Declaration of Acceptance of Office Form having been absent from the previous meetings.
6.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman reported that he had received an email from some developers interested in affordable housing provision in the parish. Information from B&NES indicates that there are currently 33 applicants living in Bishop Sutton although it is not possible to tell if they require housing in Bishop Sutton. Further clarification will be sought.

He also reported that a letter had been received advising that there has been further damage to the high pavement in Stowey. The Clerk will remind B&NES that the repairs have not yet been carried out.
7a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Overbrook, Stowey Bottom,
Erection of single storey rear extension and terrace, erection of single storey extension following removal of existing conservatory on east elevation, demolition of existing garage to rear of dwelling and widen existing site entrance. 

Support.

7b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Little Orchard, Ham Lane, Bishop Sutton
Provision of new vehicular access through land south of site.

Permitted.

ii) Manor Yard, The Street, Stowey

Erection of double storey rear extension including a balcony and single storey porch extension to front.

Permitted.

iii) Little Bonhill, Bonhill Rd, Bishop Sutton.

Erection of a first floor extension to the north of the property and a two storey extension to west of property to replace conservatory.

Application withdrawn.

7c
B&NES DRAFT CORE STRATEGY


The submission documents for the B&NES Draft Core Strategy have been received.
8.    DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor reported that the decision on the planning application for Stowey Quarry has been deferred. There are various concerns including queries on the types of asbestos, animal welfare, land slippage and mainly pollution of waterways.
He also reported that the work on the ford at Honeygaston Lane has been completed to a very high standard.

The Lib Dem/Labour “coalition” at B&NES has been reported as being for a trial period of 1 year.
  
9.
RECREATION GROUND

i)
Request for permission to park the Youth Bus in the car park.

B&NES Mobile Youth Service has asked for permission to use the car park at the Village Hall on a Wednesday evening. Their vehicle is a long transit van about the same size as a minibus. The Parish Council has no objection to them using the car park for this purpose.

ii) Damage to play area gate.

The gate to the “skate area” part of the play area has been damaged and one hinge is broken off leaving the gate hanging. The Clerk will organise repairs.

10.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS & PAVEMENTS

i)
A368/Bonhill Rd. It was reported that there is still a large pothole near this junction. B&NES will be reminded about this.
ii)
A368. It was reported that the hedge is overhanging the new pavement near the tennis courts. 
iii)
Wick Rd. It was reported that the hedge near Rushgrove Gardens is overhanging the pavement.  

iv)
Walleycourt Lane. It was reported that the sight lines of the verges around the lake are not considered to be satisfactory following the recent cut by B&NES.
v)
Twycross junction. The area of grass at the junction of Walleycourt Lane and Bonhill Lane at Twycross has not yet been reinstated. B&NES will be reminded about this.
11.
FOOTPATHS


There was nothing to report.

12.
FINANCES 
i)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£124.24
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£16,068.59
Cheques to pay: -

Geni Printing (1311)




£300.00
Alan Dyson (1312)




£50.00
Filer’s Coaches (1313)



£120.00
New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1314)

£210.00

Parish Councils Airport Assn (1315)

£50.00

Parish Cleaner (1316)



£101.30
Clerk’s Salary (1317)



£272.99
Clerk’s Expenses (1317)



£2.15
HMRC (1318)




£93.40
Information Commissioner (1319)


£35.00

It was recommended that £1,200 be transferred from the Reserve Account to the Current Account. Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Tatham seconded by Councillor Thornhill and unanimously agreed. 
ii)
To approve the Statement of Accounts for the 2010-2011 Annual Return.

The Responsible Financial Officer confirmed that a review of the Internal Audit procedures has taken place. It was proposed by Councillor Brewer and seconded by Councillor Tatham that the Statement of Accounts as reported in the Annual Return be approved. This was unanimously agreed. The Statement was duly signed.

iii) To approve the Annual Governance Statement for the 2010 – 2011 Annual Return.

It was proposed by Councillor Brewer and seconded by Councillor Tatham that the Statement of Governance as reported in the Annual Return be approved. This was unanimously agreed. The Statement was duly signed. 

13
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 13th July 2011 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.25pm.
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