STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 1st February 2012.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), J K Knibbs, K Tatham, A Thornhill, R Brewer, Mrs E Balmforth, Ms H Clewett and P Dobson. There were four parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES



There were none.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 4th January 2012 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman’s report is covered in other items on the agenda.
6a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Bishop Sutton Post Office Stores, The Street, Bishop Sutton
Erection of a rear store (Retrospective).

Support

ii) Rowan Cottage, Sutton Hill Rd, Bishop Sutton

Erection of a two storey rear extension, detached double garage and internal alterations.

Support.

iii) Whitecross Cottage, Burledge Common, Stowey.

Erection of single and two storey extensions, alterations to existing dwelling and demolition of existing outbuildings.

Support.

iv) Chew Valley Lake Walking & Cycle Trail, Walley Lane, Chew Magna.

Enlargement of existing path to create a route for walkers and cyclists from the dam to the picnic area and the picnic area to Ham Lane.

Support with reservations on the mix of pedestrians and cyclists in a small area.

6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS


There were none.
6c
CONSULTATION – LAND AT CAPPARDS FARM
A letter has been received asking for the Council’s comments on potential development of some land west of Cappards Farm. The Parish Council’s comments are that it is our policy to focus on existing sites which are within the village boundary and we feel that there are other more suitable sites which should be given priority. It was agreed that a copy of our existing policy on residential planning will be sent with our reply.
7.   
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor reported on the status of Bishop Sutton as an RA1 village, which will mean it will be subject to some planning, but there will be a placement plan which will determine which are the preferred areas for development. However, this will be within the current village boundary as per the Core Strategy.
The Neighbourhood Planning Protocol has set two levels of rent for social housing. These will be Social rent (at 50% of the market rental value) and Affordable rent (at 80% of the market rental value).

8.
REVIEW OF PARISH POLICY DOCUMENTS
The policy document on Parish Participation was reviewed and updated. It was proposed by Councillor Dobson, seconded by Councillor Tatham and unanimously agreed to adopt the following policy wording.
Parish Participation.

This Parish Council welcomes the views of all parishioners and residents in the decision making process.

We publicise in advance the date, time & location of our meetings, which usually occur on the first Wednesday of each month, and display the agenda in three notice boards within the parish & on our website stoweysuttonpc.org.

Parish Councillors contact details are made available on our website, which also includes a summary of the previous month’s minutes, we also publish the minutes in the parish magazine.

Any interested parishioner is encouraged to attend our regular monthly meeting to raise any relevant issue.

Parish councillors are available for an open surgery from 19.15 until the meeting begins each month at the Methodist Hall, where parishioners may discuss any relevant matter with no appointment necessary & without having to be formally involved in the meeting.

The policy on Residential Planning was discussed and amendments suggested. A decision on the amended policy will be made at the next meeting.

9.
REPORT FROM CHEW VALLEY TRAFFIC MEETING

The Chairman attended this meeting with the Chairs and clerks of some other parishes, the District Councillors, representatives from B&NES and the Police. There is some funding available from the HGV ban imposed by North Somerset Council to mitigate the effects of the ban within the B&NES section. However, the B&NES officer with the appropriate information was not at the meeting.

The question of speed in Stowey was discussed and a questionnaire has since been produced by B&NES and delivered to the residents in Stowey. 

10.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN & WORKING PARTY

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and seconded by Councillor Tatham that a Neighbourhood Plan working party should be set up and this was unanimously agreed. The working party consists of Councillors Betton, Knibbs, Thornhill, Tatham, Brewer, Mrs Balmforth and Ms Clewett. The next meeting of the working party will take place on 8th February at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.


A press release will be sent to the Chew Valley Gazette and will also be published in the Parish Magazine. There will also be more information on this on the parish council website.

11.
ROTARY CLUB OF CHELWOOD BRIDGE


Nominations are being sought for the Citizen of the Year award. Please advise the Clerk before the next meeting if you have any suggestions.
12.
MOBILE LIBRARY CONSULTATION


B&NES are consulting on the future of the mobile library service. We feel most strongly that this service should be maintained. It appears to be very well used and its loss would be felt most acutely by those in the rural areas which it serves. It is a vital link to the outside world for many and would be a total loss of service to those who rely on poor or non existent public transport.
13.
POSSIBLE FRIDAY EVENING BUS SERVICE TO BRISTOL


Chew Stoke Parish Council is considering providing a bus service to Bristol on a Friday evening. This will be funded by S106 monies from the recent Radfords site development. They have asked if this parish council would be interested in donating towards the cost of this service which could then begin in Bishop Sutton. There would be one bus in and one bus back to Bishop Sutton. They have been quoted £195 per week for the service with the provider retaining the fares. After much discussion it was felt that, although this is a good idea the costs are prohibitive. 
14.
RELOCATION OF SURGERY TO CHEW STOKE


The recent survey produced three replies. Of these respondents only one used the service for shopping in Chew Magna. It was therefore decided that an additional stop on the route to Chew Stoke following the move, would not be necessary. However, it was agreed to monitor the situation once the move has taken place.
15.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS & PAVEMENTS

i) Parkfield Gardens, Bishop Sutton. It was reported that a hedge is overhanging the pavement. This will be checked and the owner contacted if necessary.
ii) Rushgrove Gardens, Bishop Sutton. It was reported that a hedge is overhanging the pavement. This will be checked and the owner contacted if necessary.
iii) The Street, Stowey. It was reported that the waste bin near the telephone box has gone missing again. This will be reported to B&NES.
16.
FOOTPATHS

There was nothing to report.
17.
FINANCES 

i)
Precept 2012/13


The budget for the 2011/12 financial year was discussed in detail. It was recommended that the Precept be set at £16,000. This was proposed by Councillor Tatham, seconded by Councillor Thornhill and unanimously agreed.
ii)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£1,562.61
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£16,173.93
Cheques to pay: -

Filer’s Coaches (1403)



£96.00
Oak Accountancy Services (1404)


£38.40
AED Locator (E.U) Ltd (1405)


£108.00
CPRE (1406)





£29.00

Parish Cleaner (1407)



£129.70
Clerk’s Salary (1408)



£281.91
Clerk’s Expenses (1408)



£9.48
HMRC (1409)




£70.40
New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1410)

£85.00

It was recommended that £300.00 be transferred from the Reserve Account to the Current Account. Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Mrs Balmforth seconded by Councillor Thornhill and unanimously agreed. 
18
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 7th March 2012 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.25pm.
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