STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 4th January 2012.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), K Tatham, A Thornhill, R Brewer, Mrs E Balmforth, Ms H Clewett and P Dobson. There was one parishioner present.
1.       APOLOGIES



Councillor J K Knibbs.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 7th December 2011 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman reported that the query over the building work at Twycross Farm has been resolved, B&NES having confirmed that the work is permitted development.
He also advised that there is to be a public meeting on Stowey Quarry on the 13th January 2012 at the village hall, which it would be helpful for Councillors to attend to gauge public feeling on this matter. The Chairman highlighted the rules on predisposition and predetermination. A copy of the Standards Board briefing note on the subject was given to each Councillor.

6a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS


There were none.
6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) 2 Rushgrove Gardens, Bishop Sutton

Erection of detached garage to front of property following demolition of existing garage.

Permitted.
ii) Stowey House Farm, The Street, Stowey
Erection of an agricultural building for grain storage.

Permitted.

iii) Stowey House Farm, The Street, Stowey

Erection of a stable building.

Permitted.

6c
REPORT FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING MEETING
Two Councillors had attended the recent meeting organised by B&NES and gave a report of this meeting. Notes from the meeting, which have been provided by B&NES, will also be circulated to all Councillors. It is considered important that we produce a Neighbourhood Plan and as a first step there will be a working party meeting which will meet urgently and report back to the next parish council meeting.
7.   
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor reported that his anticipated request for the scrutiny panel to review the policy for allocating affordable housing has been deferred until March so that the impact of the Localism Bill can be considered. 
He also reported that it is B&NES intention to close the mobile library service and to reduce spending on gully clearing by 25%. The consideration of super fast broadband is an ongoing matter.
8.
B&NES DECISION ON SUPER FAST BROADBAND
It was agreed that the Parish Council will write to B&NES requesting that they consider improving access to superfast Broadband.
9.
AVON & SOMERSET POLICE 2012/13 BUDGET CONSULTATION

A questionnaire has been circulated to all councillors and it was agreed that the answers given would be completed and the form returned. A copy of the completed form is available for reference.

10.
TRAFFIC IN THE CHEW VALLEY

A meeting has been arranged by B&NES for the 10th January, which the Chairman will be attending, to discuss the issues of HGV, speed and general traffic issues throughout the Chew Valley. It was agreed that this council’s views on the matter are chiefly that the possible displacement of one problem to another area should be avoided, so that any measures considered in this respect should reflect this concern.
11.
RELOCATION OF CHEW SURGERY TO CHEW STOKE

A short questionnaire for the users of this service has been produced and, subject to input from Stanton Drew parish council, will be distributed soon. There will be a further update at the next meeting.
12.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS & PAVEMENTS

i) Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton. It was reported that there is still a large and spreading pothole outside The Laurels. This has been reported to B&NES on several occasions. A letter will be sent to the Chief Executive asking for a response to this.
ii) Ham Lane & Sutton Hill Rd. It was reported that there are some blocked gullies. This will be reported to B&NES.
13.
FOOTPATHS

There was nothing to report.
14.
FINANCES 

i)
Precept 2012/13


Copies of the draft budget were circulated. There was discussion of whether there will be any cost involved in preparing a Neighbourhood Plan. The Clerk will ascertain whether any funding will be available for this. The precept will be agreed at the next meeting.
i)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£1,051.65
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£17,071.77
Cheques to pay: -

Filer’s Coaches (1396)



£96.00
Bishop Sutton Cricket Club (1397)


£200.00
Stowey House Farm (1398)



£14.30
New Leaf Tree & Garden (1399)


£130.00

Parish Cleaner (1400)



£105.38
Clerk’s Salary (1401)



£281.71
Clerk’s Expenses (1401)



£27.15
HMRC (1402)




£70.60
It was recommended that £900.00 be transferred from the Reserve Account to the Current Account. Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Thornhill seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed. 
15
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 1st February 2012 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.52pm.
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