STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 7th March 2012.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), A Thornhill, Mrs E Balmforth, Ms H Clewett and P Dobson. There were twenty parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES



J K Knibbs, K Tatham and R Brewer
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 1st February 2012 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman’s report is covered in other items on the agenda.
6a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) 2 Manor Yard, The Street, Stowey
Erection of a two storey rear extension with Juliette balcony and a single storey front porch extension (Revised proposal).
Support

6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Bishop Sutton PO Stores, The Street, Bishop Sutton
Erection of a rear store (retrospective).

Permitted.

ii) Whitecross Cottage, Burledge Common, Stowey.

Erection of single and two storey extensions, alterations to existing dwelling and demolition of existing outbuildings.

Refused

6c
REPORT FROM CPRE MEETING ON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS
Councillor Ms Heather Clewett attended the recent meeting organised by CPRE on Neighbourhood Plans and gave a report. There will be some guidance available from B&NES which should help parish councils in preparing a neighbourhood plan. It was suggested that parishes should approach the four funded organisations for help with funding the plans. It was also considered important that parishes collaborate with neighbouring parish councils. 
7.   
AVON WILDLIFE TRUST’S WILDFLOWER GRASSLANDS PROJECT
Richie Smith from Avon Wildlife Trust gave a talk on the Trust’s Wildflower and Grassland’s project which is part of their Living Landscapes plan.
8.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor reported that B&NES had reversed the decision to close the mobile library service following the consultation process. The budget has been approved with a 0% increase but with a £2M grant from central government. They are looking to make savings of £1.6M in the adult and social care budget which will mean cuts to this service. B&NES has also dedicated £1.8M to providing gypsy and travellers sites within the authority. 
9.
REPORT FROM PACT MEETING
Councillor Tatham attended the recent PACT meeting and provided a short report. PC Glanfield was congratulated on his Policing award as B&NES Beat Manager of the year. During his crime update report he emphasised the need to be aware of recent activity that targeted building sites of all kinds, both commercial and domestic. Any suspicious activity observed should be called in (101). Reports on the previous PACT meeting priorities were given, including traffic calming measures in Stowey; junction with the B3130 in Pensford (main road turn off to Chew Magna) and Speed Issues in Ubley. 

New Priorities agreed for the next period include the Lack of Footpath on Upper Bristol Road Chew Stoke; Dog Fouling In Bishop Sutton and Drug Use at Whitchurch Play Park. The next meeting is at 7pm 13th June in Bishop Sutton Village Hall.
10.
REPORT FROM PARISH LIAISON MEETING
Councillor Knibbs attended the recent Parish Liaison meeting and provided some notes on this. B&NES has linked up with the Devon and Somerset Consortium who are already quite a way along the road into local methods of delivering rural broadband. Targets now are 2Mb/s for all, 20Mb/s by 2015 for 80% and for all by 2020. The Director of DSC encouraged everyone to persuade all rural broadband users to sign up on line to their campaign:-         www.connectingdevonandsomerset.co.uk. David Trigwell spoke about concerns raised by Parish Councils on getting plans referred to the Development Control Committee. Since Delegation to Planning Officers in 2008, decisions in 95% of cases had been made by them. Decisions must be in accordance with Policy unless there are good and valid reasons for exception/departure from policy. David Trigwell said he was willing to offer training to Parish Councillors.  

11.
REVIEW OF PARISH POLICY DOCUMENTS
The policy document on Planning - Residential was reviewed and updated. It was proposed by Councillor Ms Clewett, seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed to adopt the following policy wording.

This Parish Council recognises the duty placed on the district authority by central government to provide a significant number of additional dwellings in the B&NES area in the near future, however we believe that for the rural economy to remain stable and self supporting, development should be organic, with each community growing by a smaller number of dwellings of mixed size including one and two bedroom dwellings as well as provision for single occupancy, rather than by the development of a small number of large urban extensions.

We support sympathetic development of vacant plots within the village envelope for residential use.

The conversion of existing buildings to residential use should be permitted, as it ensures that maximum use is made of potentially un-viable premises. 

Property owners should be allowed to make minor alterations to their home without undue interference, providing that there will be no significant impact on neighbouring properties. The alterations should be in keeping with the existing structure.

We believe that householders should be facilitated in making changes to their property to allow occupation by extended family units, so that grown up children can remain living in the village and elderly relatives can continue to be cared for with reduced reliance on social services intervention.

We should be mindful that the parish is a constantly developing landscape and many of the features that we now consider worth protecting were very controversial when first proposed. Our priority as a council must be to ensure that the community remains viable and able to support the services required such as shops, schools, public transport and a Post Office.

12.
STOWEY – PROPOSED 30MPH SPEED LIMIT
B&NES has consulted the residents of Stowey and received support for the proposal from the majority of the residents. B&NES has confirmed that there is £3,000 from the Section 106 agreement in respect of the Cappards Farm development which can be used for this proposal and the Parish Council has budgeted for £1,000 towards the cost of road safety measures for Stowey. At this point the meeting was opened for parishioners to speak. The meeting resumed and it was proposed by Councillor Dobson, seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed that that based on the advice of B&NES highways department this Parish Council approves funding of £1,000 from parish funds towards the implementation of the proposed 30mph speed limit from the A368 through Stowey village, together with residual section 106 funding. 

13.
QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE

This was discussed and it was agreed that a lasting memorial should be provided in the form of a replacement notice board to mark the occasion. This was discussed further under the next item.
14.
NOTICE BOARDS

The notice board opposite the Post Office, which was erected for the Queen’s Silver Jubilee, is now in need of replacement. It was agreed to obtain some quotes for a replacement which would include reference to the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.

15.
RECREATION GROUND


It was reported that one of the bollards between the car park and the field is missing. Quotes will be obtained for replacements as the remaining bollards are in poor condition.
16.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS & PAVEMENTS


There was nothing to report.
17.
FOOTPATHS

There was nothing to report.
18.
FINANCES 

i)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£1,014.72
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£15,873.93
Cheques to pay: -

Bishop Sutton Methodist Trust (1411)

£75.00
Stowey House Farm (1412)



£28.60
Filer’s Coaches (1413)



£96.00

B&NES (1414)




£450.00
ALCA (1415)





£259.23

New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1416)

£100.00

Parish Cleaner (1417)



£105.38
Clerk’s Salary (1418)



£281.91
Clerk’s Expenses (1418)



£34.99
HMRC (1419)




£70.40
It was recommended that £1,000.00 be transferred from the Reserve Account to the Current Account. Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Thornhill seconded by Councillor Ms Clewett and unanimously agreed. 
19
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 4th April 2012 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.44pm.
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