STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 2nd May 2012.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), R Brewer, K Tatham, J K Knibbs, P Dobson, Mrs E Balmforth and Ms H Clewett. There were four parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES



Councillor A Thornhill
2.
APPROVE FUTURE ABSENCES
This was left on the agenda in error.
3.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 4th April 2012 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

4.
MATTERS ARISING


There were none.
5.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
6.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman reported that a meeting arranged by B&NES for representatives from local parish councils in respect of Stowey Quarry, had been cancelled at very short notice and has yet to be rearranged.
There has also been correspondence on B&NES Homesearch policy which is to be reviewed later this year.

The recent reports in the press concerning the sites proposed by B&NES for Gypsy and Travellers sites has generated some concerns, but there is to be a formal consultation this year.

Finally, the planning enforcement officer from B&NES has visited the gym at Twycross Farm and reported that there has been no breach of planning. 
7a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) 6 Lovell Drive, Bishop Sutton.
Erection of a single storey side extension.
Support

ii) 14 Bonhill Rd, Bishop Sutton

Erection of a single storey rear and two storey side extension.

Support

7b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Folly Farm, Folly Lane, Stowey
Change of use from Class C2 to Mixed Use combining Classes C2/D2 for residential education, wedding ceremonies and receptions with ancillary cafe, teaching and workshop facilities (Retrospective).
Permitted.
7c
HYDRAULIC FRACTURING TESTS IN MENDIP HILLS AONB
Following recent press reports and a report on Shale Gas Fracturing by  Preece Hall, that this process has caused two minor earthquakes in Lancashire, concerns were raised that any future fracturing testing in the Mendip Hills could also cause such earthquakes and this could have a detrimental effect on any storage cells at Stowey Quarry, should permission for the landfilling of asbestos be granted. It was decided to advise B&NES of the council’s concerns on this matter.
8.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor reported that B&NES has identified some possible sites for Gypsy and Travellers sites. There would be 22 permanent pitches, 20 transit pitchers and 1 Showmans yard. One of the proposed sites is at Stanton Wick and has been earmarked for 15 permanent pitches and 5 transit pitches. This is the highest number for any single site. B&NES are considering the draft consultation on 9th May and if approved an 8 week consultation will follow. 

He also advised that there will be some changes at the Minor Injuries Unit at Paulton Hospital in that the current 24 hour service is to be restricted to 8am to 9.30pm. This will be widely advertised. 
9.
REVIEW OF PARISH POLICY DOCUMENT ON PLANNING - COMMERCIAL
The policy document on Planning - Commercial was reviewed and updated. It was proposed by Councillor Ms Clewett, seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed to adopt the following policy wording.

This Parish Council recognises the value that small scale commercial development can bring to the area; we believe that for the rural economy to remain stable and self supporting, development of suitable businesses should be encouraged.

Commercial development can take many forms, the provision of retail shops and services such as vehicle repair, the provision of accommodation and catering as well as small business units for administrative and sales functions.

Each application should be considered on its own merits, balancing the benefits of the potential employment opportunities and value of its services to the parish against the nuisance value that its operation may cause to both its immediate neighbours and those on its highway supply route.

The conversion of existing buildings to light commercial use should be permitted as it ensures that maximum use is made of potentially unviable premises.

Provision of parking is of paramount importance and consideration should be made for both staff and customers at any new development.

We should be mindful that the parish is a constantly developing landscape and our priority as a council must be to ensure that the community remains viable and able to support the services required, such as shops, schools, public transport and a Post Office.

10.
CHEW VALLEY BED RACE
The organisers of the Bed Race would like to advise that they are planning on re-running the Chew Valley Bed Race on July 14th. 2pm - 5pm along the same lines as last year.  They have already applied and received road closure permission, insurance and a B&NES Ten's licence, but would also like to check with the Parish Council for their blessing/comments and to see if they'd like to enter a team! There were no volunteers for a team at present!
11.
NOTICE BOARDS


Councillor Mrs Balmforth has researched the variety of notice boards available and as is to be expected there is a large amount to choose from and the prices vary accordingly. It was agreed to obtain some quotes.
12.
RECREATION GROUND - BOLLARDS

This was deferred to the next meeting as we are still awaiting a quote.

13.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS & PAVEMENTS

i)
Stowey 30mph speed limit. The formal paperwork has been received from B&NES.

ii)
Sutton Hill Rd. It was reported that there is a blocked drain near the access road to Sutton Farm which is causing a build up of surface water in that area. This will be reported to B&NES.

iii)
Wick Rd. It was reported that there is a large pothole outside Copperstacks and also opposite the Village Hall. These will be reported to  B&NES. 
14.
FOOTPATHS

CL20/13 Stowey. It was reported that B&NES has allocated £60,000 for repairs to the cradle bridge. This amount will be queried with B&NES.
15.
FINANCES

i)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£8,814.08
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£13,875.90
Cheques to pay: -

Smith of Derby (1425)



£615.60
New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1426)

£140.00

Stowey House Farm (1427)



£14.80

SPOILT (1428)

Parish Cleaner (1429)



£129.70
Clerk’s Salary (1430)



£352.31
Clerk’s Expenses (1430)



£34.63
Filer’s Coaches (1431)



£100.00

Zurich Insurance (1432)



£720.08

It was recommended that £5,000.00 be transferred from the Current Account to the Reserve Account. Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Tatham seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed. 
16
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 6th June 2012 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.43pm.
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