STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 5th September 2012.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), A Thornhill, K Tatham, R Brewer, P Dobson, Mrs B Braidley and Ms H Clewett. There were three parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES



Councillors J K Knibbs and Mrs E Balmforth.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 1st August 2012 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING


There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman reported that he had been contacted by PC Gemma Hill, the temporary beat manager, about branches covering the camera at the rear of the village hall. This will be dealt with by New Leaf.
6a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

There were none.
6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Rose Cottage, Sutton Hill Rd, Bishop Sutton

Erection of a two storey, three bedroomed dwelling house (Outline)

Approved.

ii) Whitecross Cottage, Burledge Common, Stowey

Erection of single and two storey extensions, alterations to existing dwelling and demolition of existing extensions and outbuildings and extension of domestic curtilage and creation of new vehicular access.

Permitted.

iii) Twycross Farm, Ham Lane, Bishop Sutton.

Change of use of existing barn into holiday accommodation.

Permitted.

6c
STOWEY QUARRY – FURTHER INFORMATION

The Environment Agency has replied to our recent complaint concerning the lack of consultation. The letter states that it is not the case that the issue of the permit will give the operator permission to act in contravention of the planning permission, which is one of our concerns. It was decided to write again to the Environment Agency as we still have concerns about the bund heights apparently allowed by the issue of the standards permit. 
6d
PARISH COUNCIL POLICY IN RESPECT OF PLANNING CONSULTATIONS FROM DEVELOPERS AND/OR LARGE APPLICATIONS.


It was proposed by Councillor Ms Clewett, seconded by Councillor Thornhill and unanimously agreed that the following policy wording be adopted.

This Parish Council recognises the importance of engaging with developers and parishioners with large proposals at the earliest stage, so that the Parish Council can explain its planning policies to help ensure that the parish landscape continues to meet the needs of those who live and work within it.

The Parish Council Planning Working Party will meet, where requested, with a developer or parishioner with a large proposal, at the pre- application stage to discuss their plans and consider the proposal within the context of the parish council’s adopted policies.

For such a meeting to take place a quorum of three members of the planning working party must be in attendance throughout the meeting.

Whilst the meetings of the planning working party are not generally open to the public, a report of the meeting containing the following details will be made and minuted at the first full parish council meeting immediately following the working party consultation.

· The name of the person or organisation consulting the working party

· Details of the site discussed

· Brief details of the proposed development

· The working parties comments

The Parish Council and its planning working party is not able to provide formal consultation without this disclosure.

6e
REPORT FROM PLANNING WORKING PARTY MEETING WITH DEVELOPERS
A quorum of the planning working party met with representatives of a developer planning an application within the parish. Present were Andrew Smith of PPS Group (consultation consultants), Daniel Weaver of Pegasus Planning Group and Ralph Hawkins from Barratt Homes.
 

The site discussed is the field adjacent to the Batch and A368 at the junction with Bonhill Road. This site is referred to as BIS 2 in the B&NES draft core strategy, where it is identified by B&NES as a site with potential for housing development. The developers gave a short presentation on their proposal to develop a total of 41 homes on the site, comprising of 27 2,3 & 4 bed open market homes, together with 14  2,3 & 4 bed "affordable" homes (35% of the total development).

The working party compared this proposal against the Parish Council’s residential planning policy and highlighted to the developers that this proposal does not meet this policy in several ways.

B&NES have previously assured this parish council in writing that Bishop Sutton is only expected to grow by 30 homes in the life of the Core Strategy - this proposal exceeds this total by 30%.

 

The parish policy is for organic growth, within the existing village envelope and this proposal extends the village envelope and as a single large development is not organic.

 

The parish council can demonstrate that we have historically supported organic applications for development within the existing village envelope that will, if continued, permit us to reach the B&NES target over the life of the Core Strategy.

 

The developers have promised to write to every household within Bishop Sutton, inviting everyone to an exhibition prior to a full application, if they decide to proceed after their meeting with the working party. We would encourage everyone to attend to give their views directly to the developer.

7.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING UPDATE
The neighbourhood plan working party has, as previously discussed, distributed copies of a questionnaire to residents via the parish magazine this month, and 15 responses have already been received. However it is felt that, to maximise the exposure, we would like a second copy to be delivered to each household in the next week. The working party have volunteered to do this, but would appreciate help from other councillors. 

The quarry action group have also agreed to distribute the questionnaire to their email correspondence list.

We have asked for responses to be in by the end of September, but collation and analysis will require much time so the results will be reported at the November meeting
8.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

The District Councillor reported that the consultation on Gypsy and Travellers Sites has now closed and the cabinet will meet next week to consider the responses. 

9.
VILLAGE HALL

It was reported that there has been some nuisance caused by moped users congregating at the back of the village hall recently. The Police and PCSOs have been very helpful. Problems should be reported to them using the phone number 101. 
10.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS & PAVEMENTS

i) Proposed Traffic Regulation Order in respect of the Byway Open to All Traffic, Burledge Common. B&NES has issued a consultation for a proposed Traffic Regulation Order with a 5 feet width restriction to prohibit Motor Vehicles using the byway.
The meeting was opened to allow parishioners to speak. The meeting closed and the matter was discussed at length. The Parish Council supports this order as it is a step in the right direction, but would have preferred a complete ban on all motor vehicles using the byway and will advise B&NES of this.
ii) Verges, Chew Valley Lake. B&NES advised that these are due to be cut around mid August but this has not been done. A letter will be sent to the chief executive at B&NES as these verges and most hedges in the area are very overgrown.
iii) Bus shelter at Rushgrove Gardens. It was reported that glass has been smashed. This will be reported to B&NES.

iv) Stowey. It was reported that the bin is still missing. B&NES will again be

asked to replace this.

11.
FOOTPATHS

CL20/33 Burledge Common. It was reported that this footpath is very overgrown. This will be reported to B&NES.
12.
FINANCES

i)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£919.61
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£17,278.03
Cheques to pay: -

Mazars (1458)




£162.00
New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1459)

£220.00
Bishop Sutton Methodist Trust (1460)

£30.00
Stowey House Farm Ltd (1461)


£26.15


AED Locator (E.U) Ltd (1462)


£138.00
Parish Cleaner (1463)



£105.38
Filer’s Coaches (1464)



£100.00

Clerk’s Salary (1465)



£281.91
Clerk’s Expenses (1465)



£15.97
HMRC (1466)




£70.40
Bishop Sutton & Stowey Parish Magazine (1467)
£50.00

It was recommended that £1,200.00 be transferred from the Reserve to the Current Account.
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Tatham seconded by Councillor Thornhill and unanimously agreed. 
13
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 3rd October 2012 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.30pm.
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