STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 9th January 2013.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), A Thornhill, K Tatham, J K Knibbs, R Brewer, P Dobson, Mrs B Braidley, Mrs E Balmforth and Ms H Clewett. There were sixteen parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES



There were none.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 5th December 2012 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING


There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

Item 7a i) Councillor Mrs Balmforth declared an interest as a neighbour of the property concerned.
Item 7a iii) Councillor Mrs Balmforth advised that although she had already commented to B&NES on this application she would be open minded until the moment of voting.

Item 7a iii) Councillor Mrs Braidley declared an interest as a neighbour of the property concerned.

Item 7a iii) Councillor Tatham advised that although he had already commented to B&NES on this application he would be open minded until the moment of voting.

5.
RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR DOBSON

Councillor Dobson has resigned with effect from the end of this meeting, due to work commitments. The Chairman thanked him for his attendance and wished him well for the future.
6.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman reported that B&NES has just confirmed that the bus service 791 from Bath to Weston super Mare has been saved until March 2013 when it is hoped a new operator will take it on.

He also advised that the planning application for the extension to Cappards Farm does not appear on B&NES agenda for the Development Control Committee meeting on the 16th January.
7a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) 2 Chapel Cottages, The Street, Bishop Sutton
Erection of two storey rear extension following demolition of an existing outhouse (Resubmission).

At this point the meeting was opened to allow parishioners to speak. The meeting resumed and a vote was taken. Four were in favour of Support, four were in favour of Support in principle but not with the first floor extension, and one had declared an interest and was unable to vote. The Chairman used his casting vote for Support in principle but not with the first floor extension, which was the same comment given for the previous application.

ii) Bishop Sutton Post Office Stores, The Street, Bishop Sutton
Erection of a rear store (Retrospective)
At this point the meeting was opened to allow parishioners to speak. The meeting resumed and the decision was:

Support.
It was also agreed to query with B&NES whether planning permission is needed for a separate building which has apparently already been erected at the rear of the premises.

iii) Parcel 9181, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton
Erection of 41 two, three, four & five bedroom dwellings including 14 affordable housing units along with the provision of informal public open space, vehicular access from the A368, landscaping and drainage.
At this point the meeting was opened for parishioners to speak. The meeting resumed and the decision was:

Object.
This Parish Council has developed a number of policies to help us balance the demands of district and national policies with the wishes of Parishioners; the Residential Planning Policy, which has been in place since 2008 (reviewed 2012) is fully in compliance with the B&NES draft core strategy.
Our residential planning policy supports infill developments, within the existing village housing development boundary, of two to three houses per year - a target which we have met over recent years. This will allow us to reach the target of 30 to 35 new dwellings over the life of the core strategy.
The Parish Council has completed a desk survey of the parish and believes that there is sufficient land supply within the existing housing development boundary to support the number of additional dwelling units required by the draft core strategy.
The Parish policy is to avoid large developments, particularly those which are outside the existing development boundary.
In September 2012 the Parish Council conducted a survey of all households within the Parish and over 80% of the responses were in support of the existing parish residential planning policy, 
Therefore this application is not compliant with the Parish Residential Planning Policy & should be refused on these grounds.
As this application is for 41 dwellings in a single development at the very start of the core strategy cycle it will take more than the full allocation of additional dwellings that this community is expected to accommodate over the life of the core strategy. The recent pattern for infill development applications would suggest that, if permitted, this will inevitably lead to development which exceeds the core strategy target for this parish over the life of that strategy. 
Therefore the application should be refused on these grounds.
The application site is outside the existing housing development boundary and as no exceptional circumstances have been identified, is not in compliance with the draft core strategy.
Therefore the application should be refused on these grounds.
The location of the access road for the proposed development is inappropriate, being just two house lengths from the existing A368 and Bonhill Road junction; this places two potentially busy junctions in very close proximity, which this parish council believes could become a significant safety risk.
We believe that this application should be refused on these grounds.
The proposed development includes an open pond area to help accommodate the surface water run-off from the site. The Parish Council has concerns that this pond could form a safety issue for children and a source of flooding for the existing residents who live adjacent to the proposed pond once it fills, particularly as the design only allows for outflow at the rate of 10 litres per minute, which seems disproportionately low in relation to the potential inflow from a development of this size.
We believe that this application should be refused on these grounds.
No environmental impact assessment has been provided with the application and due to the size and nature of the proposed development we believe this should have been completed.
The impact of a development which is disconnected from the main village has not been considered and thought should have been given to the provision of pavements to provide safe pedestrian access to shops and other facilities.
As this proposal is outside the village housing development boundary provision should have been made to extend the existing 30mph speed restriction zone to maintain the safer speed area to include the proposed development.
Whilst the proposed development includes sufficient on site drainage and sewage, the impact on the wider network has not been considered and the Parish Council is concerned that the existing infrastructure is inadequate for such a significant increase in demand.
The nature and design of the proposed housing mix will bring many families with school age children to the village and no provision has been made for the impact that this will have on our already full school and limited pre-school provision.
The size of the development, which is purely residential, with no provision for employment, will inevitably lead to a significant increase in traffic as the new residents commute to Bath, Bristol or other destinations in order to find work. However no provision has been made to improve the local road network to deal with this increase, in particular Bonhill Road which already becomes congested at peak times, with no provision for passing when two large vehicles approach from different directions, causing safety issues for pedestrians and cyclists as well as delays for motorists.
We believe that this application should be refused on these grounds.
Overall Stowey Sutton Parish Council believes that due to the concerns highlighted this development is not appropriate and we do not support the application.
7b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) The Cottage, Sutton Hill Rd, Bishop Sutton
Erection of single storey rear extension with flue
Permitted.

ii) Folly Farm Folly Lane, Stowey
Variation of condition 5 of application 10/04399/FUL (Change of use from Class C2 to Mixed Use combining Classes C2/D2 for residential education, wedding ceremonies and receptions with ancillary cafe, teaching and workshop facilities (Retrospective).
Permitted.

iii) Mistletoe Cottage, Sutton Hill Rd, Bishop Sutton.

Two storey extension and alterations to Mistletoe Cottage.

Permitted.

iv) 2 Chapel Cottages, The Street, Bishop Sutton

Erection of a two storey rear extension following demolition of an existing outhouse.

Withdrawn.
8.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor reported that he has requested that the planning application for Parcel 9181, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton, should be decided by the Development Control Committee. 

He also gave an update of the situation regarding the Core Strategy and the need for an increased supply of houses to be agreed. It is hoped the hearings on the Core Strategy will resume in June this year.

At this point Councillor Knibbs left the meeting.

9.
REVIEW PARISH COUNCIL POLICY ON BRISTOL INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

It was proposed by Councillor Ms Clewett, seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed that the following be adopted.
This Parish Council questions the need for the further expansion of Bristol International Airport on a number of grounds, including the impact of noise and air pollution, the loss of tranquillity and the changing landscape, together with the effects on climate change.

The Parish Council is a member of the Parish Councils Airport Association (PCAA). The purpose of the PCAA is to advise and represent its member councils on matters affecting them connected to Bristol International Airport and its operation.

This Parish Council regularly considers the environmental impact of air travel, together with travel to and from Bristol International Airport by passengers and freight.

The Parish Council believes that it is essential to improve both the public transport and the road network to the airport site before further development is considered.

We do not support an increase in flight numbers or any extension to permit flights during the night between the hours of midnight and six am.

We believe that the airports current size is appropriate for the regional catchment area and would recommend that Exeter and Cardiff airports are considered for development to meet the needs of their regions, which would have an added benefit of significantly reducing the distance travelled by many customers before their journey by air.
10.
REVIEW PARISH COUNCIL POLICY ON TRANSPORT

It was proposed by Councillor Dobson and seconded by Councillor Brewer that the policy on Transport be readopted with a minor amendment adding the word “safety”. This was unanimously agreed.

11.
TO CONSIDER ITEMS FOR B&NES PARISH ASSETS REGISTER
It was agreed to enquire with B&NES whether community assets such as churches and chapels and public houses can be registered. The Clerk will report back at the next meeting.
At this point Councillor Dobson left the meeting.

12.
NOTICEBOARD OPPOSITE THE POST OFFICE

The glass has now been smashed in this notice board and it is generally in a very poor state of repair. Some quotes have been received for a replacement notice board and also for installation. It was proposed by Councillor Ms Clewett, seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed to accept the quote from Whitehill Direct Ltd (for the notice board) and Mr A J Drysdale (for the installation) at a cost of £888 excluding VAT for the notice board and £160 for the installation.
13.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS & PAVEMENTS
i) Sutton Hill Rd/Top Sutton. It was reported that following the recent heavy rain and floods there appears to be some damage to a retaining bank which is allowing a stream to run into the road and has washed down a lot of debris and damaged the road edge. This will be raised with B&NES.
ii) Ham Lane, Bishop Sutton. It was reported that following the recent flooding there are several potholes. This will be reported to B&NES.
iii) The Street, Stowey. It was reported that following the recent flooding there are several potholes. This will be reported to B&NES.

iv) Bonhill Rd, Ham Lane, Sutton Hill Rd, Bishop Sutton. It was reported that the gullies in these roads appear to be blocked and this will be reported to B&NES

v) Dog fouling. This remains a problem in the Bishop Sutton and will again be reported to the Dog Warden.
14.
FOOTPATHS

There was nothing to report.
15.
FINANCES

i) 
Precept for 2013/14


The Finance Working Party met during December and a balance sheet with budget figures was distributed to Councillors. A decision will be made at the next meeting.

ii)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£1,172.75
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£21,580.20
Cheques to pay: -

Stowey House Farm (1489)



£14.80
Bishop Sutton Methodist Trust (1490)

£48.00
New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1491)

£260.00
CPRE (1492)





£29.00

Filer’s Coaches (1493)



£75.00

Parish Cleaner (1494)



£107.29
Clerk’s Salary (1495)



£290.91
Clerk’s Expenses (1495)



£4.50
HMRC (1496)




£72.60
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Tatham, seconded by Councillor Thornhill and unanimously agreed.
16
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 6th February 2013 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.25pm.
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