STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 6th November 2013.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), K Tatham, J K Knibbs, A Thornhill, Mrs B Braidley and Ms H Clewett. There was one parishioner present.
1.       APOLOGIES


Councillors R Brewer and Mrs E Balmforth
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th October 2013 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

It was noted that the village hall committee has confirmed there have been no changes to the way the chain is used at the village hall.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman reported that although it's been a busy month most things are included directly on the agenda. The Parish Council website has had some work done to improve its usability; changing the page width to match the most common browser screen sizes etc. We have also added a section for the Neighbourhood Plan and set up a newsletter facility, which will let us send out details of any public events, consultations, planning updates or other items affecting the parish. So far there has been just a single parishioner signing up, so please encourage anyone who might be interested to go to www.stoweysuttonpc.org to sign up.

6a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
i) Apple Tree Cottage, The Street, Stowey

Erection of two storey side and single storey rear extensions to provide additional living accommodation and creation of new access.

Support
6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Land to rear of Paysons Croft, Church Lane, Bishop Sutton
Erection of two dwellings (resubmission of 13/01988/FUL).

Refused.

ii) Appletree Farm, Ham Lane, Bishop Sutton
Erection of new dwelling following demolition of existing detached garage (resubmission of 13/01028/FUL)

Appeal against refusal

6c
PLACEMAKING PLAN
On the 22nd and 23rd October 2013 a working party consisting of Stowey Sutton parish councillors and community volunteers surveyed the sites identified by B&NES as Bis 1,2,3a,3b,3c,3d,4 & 5, considering each sites’ location, landscape impact, transport and access links, together with village infrastructure and housing need.
Each of the surveyed sites has been identified as available for development by the owner or a developer. Although there are no current applications for sites Bis 1,3b,3c,3d,4 & 5, successful applications have been made at sites Bis 2 and Bis 3a for a total of 76 new homes. 
The specific sites surveyed were not considered suitable for housing development at this time.
As a settlement covered by policy RA1 of the B&NES Draft Core Strategy, Bishop Sutton is expected to accommodate planned development of 50 new dwellings in the period to 2028. The development already approved takes us to 152% of this total based on the 76 new homes as above.
The minimal level of affordable and social housing identified as needed1 within the Bishop Sutton community will be more than met by the 262 such homes already permitted as part of the Bis 2 and Bis 3a developments.
The village of Bishop Sutton is in a rural location with narrow, often single vehicle width lanes which makes development of any site difficult due to poor vehicle and unsafe pedestrian access, which together with the inadequate electrical, broadband, drainage and sewage infrastructure serving the village makes any significant development impractical without major infrastructural improvements.
In conclusion it is the opinion of both the joint Parish Council and community working party and full Parish Council³ that further development at either the sites identified above or at other sites within or adjoining the existing housing development boundary is both unsuitable, unnecessary and unsupported by the Draft Core Strategy and should be opposed should formal applications for development be made.
1 Stowey Sutton Parish Council community survey September 2012
2 Both the Bis 2 & Bis 3a developments include 35% affordable and social housing developments
3 Decision confirmed by full parish council vote 06/11/2013
It was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Ms Clewett and unanimously agreed that these comments will be submitted to B&NES.
6d
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

B&NES has accepted our application to define an area for a Neighbourhood Plan, the seventh within the B&NES area. The formal public consultation is currently in progress and should be complete and approved by the 5th December. 
Councillors Betton and Ms Clewett have met with Julie O Rourke from B&NES who has provided advice on the way forward for the development of our Neighbourhood Plan, which needs to be overseen by the Parish Council, but heavily community led.
Broadly we are suggesting a format based around working parties consisting of community members for each of the policy areas highlighted by the September 2012 parish survey, with an overall steering group managing and co-ordinating the plan. The steering group should consist of the chairs of the working parties for the various policy areas.
The Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan working party should continue to provide advice and opinions to take forward to the steering group.
We are envisaging quite a lot of work in order to drive the Neighbourhood Plan through in the period that we are aiming for, and Julie has suggested that the Parish Council Chairman should chair the steering group, with at least one other parish councillor taking an active role. As the quarry action group role has slowed down for now, Councillor Ms Clewett has volunteered to join in and can use her community contacts to help recruit enough people from the wider population for the plan to meet the required criteria.
If anyone else would like to volunteer for one of the co-ordinating positions just let the Chairman or the Clerk know.
It would seem that evidencing community consultation and involvement will be one of the key requirements for this plan to succeed so we will need to plan a number of events where we can raise the profile of the plan (and parish council at the same time). Councillor Betton therefore proposed that an initial sum of £400 is approved for the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group to order some signs and banners, perhaps a folding shelter to use at outdoor events. This was seconded by Councillor Thornhill and unanimously agreed. 
 

6e
NAMING OF NEW ROAD

B&NES has asked the Parish Council to propose a name for the new road at the new development for Parcel 9181, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton. It was agreed to do some research into the field history and name, if possible, and agree a name at the December meeting. 
 
7.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor was not present.
8.
CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR


It was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Thornhill and unanimously agreed that Mr Richard Brent be co-opted to this Council. The appropriate Declaration of Acceptance of Office form was duly signed.

9.
CHRISTMAS TREE
B&NES has confirmed that it is in order for the Parish Council to erect a Christmas Tree on land next to the Millennium Garden. It was therefore agreed that the Parish Council, with help from community volunteers, will put a Christmas Tree on that area of land this Christmas.

10.
REPORT FROM PACT MEETING

Councillor Tatham attended the last PACT meeting in Pensford and gave an update. The problems at the rear of the Village Hall are now on the Police’s list of priorities for the next quarter, although they say there has only been one ‘phone call relating to this. Please therefore call 101 (unless it is an emergency) if there are any incidents as this helps the Police to prioritise as necessary. The other priorities for the next quarter include problems with a burger van at Pensford, school parking at Whitchurch and speeding issues in Chew Magna. 
11.
RECREATION GROUND

Bishop Sutton Cricket Club has requested permission to use the recreation ground for the 2014 season. The parish council is happy for them to use the ground subject to the usual condition of providing evidence of their liability insurance.

12.
SKATEBOARD PARK UPDATE

The working party held another meeting on 21st October which was also 
attended by the youth worker from B&NES. The possibility of using some 
mobile equipment is being investigated along with possible places to site this. 
The next meeting is scheduled for 4.30pm  on 25th November.
13.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTS, DITCHES and DRAINS
i) Finger Posts.  The Chairman, on behalf of the Parish Council, thanked Councillors Thornhill and Richard Brent for their sterling work repainting the finger post at Twycross.
ii) Ham Lane. It was reported that there are some overgrown brambles near the junction with The Street.
iii) The Street. It was reported that a hedge is becoming overgrown along the pavement.
v) Wick Rd. It was reported that a hedge is becoming overgrown along the pavement.
These matters will be raised with B&NES or the property owners.
14.
FOOTPATHS

i) Proposal to divert sections of Footpaths CL20/11 and CL20/12.
It was agreed that part of the proposal for diverting CL20/11 seemed unnecessarily complicated and a more straightforward option seemed available. It was agreed to ask B&NES for a site visit and also to request they consider rerouting the section of CL20/11 E – G on the plan to a simpler route.
15.
FINANCES

i)
Clerk’s salary review.


It was proposed by Councillor Betton that the Clerk’s salary be increased according to NALC guidelines to £349.95 per month as from 1st September 2013. This was seconded by Councillor Tatham and unanimously agreed.
ii) Parish Cleaner’s salary review.

It was proposed by Councillor Betton that the Parish Cleaner’s salary be increased to £6.31 per hour in line with the National Minimum Wage as from 1st October 2013. This was seconded by Councillor Thornhill and unanimously agreed.

iii)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£1,548.07
Clubs and Societies Reserve



£24,790.66
Cheques to pay: -

Filer’s Coaches (1569)



£125.00
New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1570)

£390.00
Parish Cleaner (1571)



£109.37
Clerk’s Salary (1572)



£294.91
Clerk’s Expenses (1572)



£3.50
HMRC (1573)




£68.60

A J Drysdale (1574)




£440.00

It was recommended that £1,000.00 be transferred from the Reserve to the Current Account.
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Tatham, seconded by Councillor Thornhill and unanimously agreed.
16.
CHANGE OF DATE FOR JANUARY 2014 MEETING

The first Wednesday of January 2014 being New Years Day, it was agreed to 
move the date of the meeting to the 8th January 2014.

17.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 4th December 2013 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.45pm.
The Parish Council has an open surgery prior to each Council meeting where individuals or groups can turn up and raise issues outside of the formal agenda. The surgery runs from 7.15 to 7.30 at the Methodist Hall on the first Wednesday of every calendar month.
Parish Councillors want to hear your views on parish/community issues. Should you wish to meet a councillor or invite one to a meeting or event please contact the Parish Council Clerk clerk@stoweysuttonpc.org or telephone 01275 333328. The Parish Council recognises that the Parish Community is changing and evolving and the Council wishes to be responsive and adapt accordingly.  
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