STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 4th April 2014.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), K Tatham, A Thornhill, Mrs E Balmforth, R Brewer, R Brent, and Ms H Clewett. There were eight parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES


Councillors J K Knibbs and Mrs B Braidley
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 5th March 2014 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman reported that we have received a complaint from a parishioner about dog fouling on the recreation field. The Clerk will contact the dog warden for assistance.
We have received formal notice from B&NES confirming the street name for the Barratt's development is Summer Leaze, numbers 1 to 42 (there is no number 13).
Gibbons have told us they plan to start the hedge and ditch work at the recreation ground this week
The South West Conference of Local Council Associations is being held on 30th April in Tiverton.
6a.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
i) Sherbourne Cottage, Redlands Lane, Bishop Sutton
Proposed dwelling on land to the rear of Sherbourne Cottage
At this point the meeting was opened for parishioners to speak.

The meeting resumed and there was no support for this application as it is in Green Belt.

6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS.
i) 45 Woodcroft, Bishop Sutton
Erection of two storey side and single storey rear extensions.

Permitted.

ii) Apple Tree Cottage, The Street, Stowey.

Erection of a rear extension (revised proposal)

Permitted.
iii) Little Orchard, Ham Lane, Bishop Sutton

Erection of single storey dwelling on land to the rear of Little Orchard

Withdrawn.

iv) Parcel 3567, Stitchings Shord Lane, Bishop Sutton

Outline application for a residential development of up to 32 dwellings and associated infrastructure.

Refused

v) Land East of Chew Valley Caravan Park, Ham Lane, Bishop Sutton

Outline application for the erection of 9 dwellings

Refused 

7.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
i)
Report from the Working Party.

During March we received the replies to our housing survey which was distributed to every home in the Parish. The response has been fantastic with almost 40% of homes returning completed forms. Worcester Research, the professional market research company that we commissioned to undertake these surveys, are now analysing the results to help us establish what demand there is for new housing in the parish, and whether or not the development already permitted by B&NES is sufficient to meet this demand.
The Neighbourhood Plan is not only focused on the level of house building so we have recently distributed a second survey designed to find out how residents feel about the community, recreation, roads and transport, business and employment. This survey is just as important as the housing survey.
Many residents helped the Parish Council with the preparation of our parish Character Assessment at the end of last year, which forms part of the B&NES Placemaking Plan which will be used to help match new buildings to the existing character of the parish. The second phase of this plan is underway and we are looking for suggestions for assets of community value. This can include key buildings which significantly help to define the character of the parish, as well as community facilities like the recreation ground and village hall in Bishop Sutton, the churches in the parish and open spaces such as Wick Green. If there are any suggestions please send them in an email to clerk@stoweysuttonpc.org 
ii)
Housing Needs Survey costs.

It was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed that the cost of £243 in excess of the grant received in respect of the Housing Needs survey be met by the Parish Council

iii)
Neighbourhood Survey

It was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed that the cost of £416 in excess of the grant received in respect of the second survey be met by the Parish Council.
iv)
Public Engagement Session.

It was proposed by Councillor Thornhill, seconded by Councillor Brent and unanimously agreed that up to £250 be allocated for the cost of holding a public engagement session for the Placemaking Plan Character Assessment.

8.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT


The District Councillor reported that the Core Strategy examination is in progress and hearings are being held from 25th March to 10th April. It appears that the inspector is happy with the figures for housing and land supply and that the core strategy may now be able to carry some weight in determining planning applications.


With the cabinet meeting next week, the District Councillor has made some formal requests concerning the flooding and the zoning and asked that B&NES liaise with the Environment Agency to agree more appropriate zoning for this area. 
9.
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT WORKING PARTY

i)
Skatepark trips.

The Public Engagement working party has been arranging advertising etc. for the skate park trips. There are currently 5 people booked between the two dates. It was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Tatham and unanimously agreed that a maximum of £350 be allocated for the cost of the trips. 
10.
RECREATION GROUND

The Parish Council has been approached by Chew Valley Football Club with a 
request for use of the recreation ground for football training during the 
summer. 


At this point the meeting was opened for parishioners to speak.


The meeting resumed and a letter from the Cricket Club was read out which 
outlines their concerns on this. It was therefore proposed that two members of 
the Public Engagement working party meet with both the Cricket Club and 
the Football Club to try to arrange an agreement suitable to both parties for 
joint use of the ground and subject to this allowing this request. However, if 
no agreement can be reached the working party will report back to the next 
meeting with a recommendation.

This was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Brewer and 
carried by 4 votes in favour and 3 against.

11.
PARISH RANGER SCHEME
A list of the completed jobs has been received, and is available from the Clerk. 
The only job this month is the outstanding one of painting the finger posts.

12.
CHEW VALLEY 10K AND 1K ROAD RACE

Bishop Sutton Society has requested a grant towards the cost of organising the 
Chew Valley 10K and 1K. It was proposed by Councillor Thornhill, seconded 
by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed to give a grant of £300.
13.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTS, DITCHES and DRAINS
i) 
A368 The Street.. It was reported that the flashing VAS speed sign is 
still not working. This will be again be reported to B&NES.
ii) 
A368 Wick Rd. It was reported that there are many potholes in the 
road at Sutton Wick This will be reported to 
B&NES.
iii)
Gold’s Cross. It was reported that there is a very large pothole near the 
lane to Stanton Drew. This will be reported to B&NES.
iv)
A368 nr. Featherbed Lane. It was reported that there is a large 
pothole near this junction. This will be reported to B&NES.
v)
A368 Sutton Wick. It was reported that the road edge is falling away 
near the verge. (This has since been repaired).
14.
FOOTPATHS

i)
Cradle Bridge. This has now been repaired and new stile/steps installed. It was agreed to send a letter of thanks to B&NES for doing such a good job on this.
15.
FINANCES

i)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£3,219.19
Clubs and Societies Reserve



£20,793.64
Cheques to pay: -

Stowey House Farm Ltd (1604)


£15.80
B&NES (1605)




£450.00
Filer’s Coaches (1606)



£100.00

Worcester Research (1607)



£3,105.60
Worcester Research (1608)



£499.20
Parish Cleaner (1609)



£109.37
Clerk’s Salary (1610)



£307.51
Clerk’s Expenses (1610)



£15.50
HMRC (1611)




£71.60
It was recommended that £2,500.00 be transferred from the Reserve to the Current Account.
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Ms Clewett, seconded by Councillor Thornhill and unanimously agreed.
ii) Report from Finance Working Party.

The Finance Working Party met on the 1st April 2014 to review the Parish Council’s financial control procedures. They recommend that the Parish Council continues to use these procedures. This was proposed by Councillor Ms Clewett, seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed.
16.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meetings will be the AGM, the Annual Parish Meeting and the monthly Parish Council meeting and will be held on Wednesday 7th May 2014 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.40pm.
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