STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 8th January 2014.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), K Tatham, J K Knibbs, A Thornhill, Mrs E Balmforth, R Brent, Mrs B Braidley and Ms H Clewett. There were six parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES


Councillor R Brewer.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 4th December 2013 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman reported that the Core Strategy Inspector issued a note ID44 on 2 January 2014 which said that he is sufficiently satisfied with the B&NES response to reconvene hearings in March. 

A second newsletter was sent out over the weekend which appears quite well received, generating some interest in the Neighbourhood Plan and a spike in views of the website of 100 visits over the weekend and 400 in the last month. 
We have received a response from the Planning & Environment Director, Bristol Airport on our comments on the proposed RNAV system for the airport. He comments that: “We have considered the comment in your email about the waypoints on the 27 approach and we think this arises from a misunderstanding of our proposals.  The RNAV route is located in the centre of the current traffic band and is to the south of Stowey and Bishop Sutton which will not be overflown”.
ALCA has appointed a new county secretary, Deborah White. 

A parishioner has reported that on Boxing Day afternoon a vehicle rammed the lower barrier on the Burledge byway damaging it severely and on Saturday, a couple of four-wheel-drive vehicles rammed the top barrier which sprang open so that the vehicles were able to drive through onto the common and down the track. The following morning, damage to the common was noted and that the vehicle or vehicles had gone right down the track to the bottom gulley where it or they had turned round to go back up the track and out through the broken barrier. Both incidents of vandalism and ignoring of the TRO on the Byeway have been reported to the police and to Graeme Stark, the public rights of way officer at B&NES.
B&NES Waste Services team is holding a Give and Take day at Bishop Sutton Hall on Saturday 15 March 2014 10-1pm.
The Chelwood Bridge Rotary Club is seeking nominations for the 2014 Community Award. This will be included on the agenda for the next meeting.
6a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
i) New Orchard, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton

Erection of a new building for use as cycle and bin store

Support

ii) Parcel 3567, Stitchings Shord Lane, Bishop Sutton

Outline planning application for a residential development of up to 32 dwellings and associated infrastructure.

At this point the meeting was opened for parishioners to speak. The meeting resumed and the decision was to:

Object.

The Parish Council does not support this application on several grounds.

This Parish Council has developed a number of policies to help us balance the demands of district and national policies with the wishes of parishioners; the Residential Planning Policy, which has been in place since 2008 (reviewed 2012) and is fully in compliance with the B&NES draft Core Strategy.

Our Residential Planning Policy supports infill developments, within the existing village housing development boundary, of two to three houses per year - a target which we have met over recent years. 

During 2013 permission has already been granted for 76 new homes in the parish - 41 at the Barratts’ site adjacent to the Batch and 35 for Edward Ware on the other half of this application site. Even excluding the previously permitted infill development this exceeds the Core Strategy target for an RA1 village by 52%. Annex 1 of the current amended draft Core Strategy specifically recognizes that development, at the four RA1 villages outside the green belt, of more than 50 homes in the period to 2029 would constitute over development, placing an unreasonable burden on the infrastructure and amenities in these communities.

This is further supported by ID44, the note issued on 02/01/2014 by Simon Emerson, the Core Strategy Inspector who states in paragraph 2.3:-

“I have, however, heard all those existing parties who wanted to be heard who consider the plan unsound because identified need/overall housing provision included in the March 2013 changes are too low and that the supporting SHMA is inadequate. I have not identified any fundamental problem as a result of the hearing on 10/11 December which I need to bring to the Council’s attention at this stage and which would require a delay to the further hearings. I have not been persuaded that overall housing provision in the plan needs to be greater than the around 13,000 homes as now proposed by the Council (e.g. in proposed change CSA14 to policy DW1 2c - Schedule of Amendments, November 2013 CD10/CS/1).”

This statement shows that not only is the inspector satisfied with the rural allocation of housing, (he has never previously commented negatively on the rural allocation) he now accepts that the draft Core Strategy does demonstrate the required five year housing land supply.

Therefore this application is not compliant with either the Parish Residential Planning Policy or the B&NES Core Strategy and should be refused on these grounds.

The application site is outside the existing housing development boundary and as no exceptional circumstances have been identified, is not in compliance with the draft Core Strategy.

Therefore the application should be refused on these grounds.

The application proposes using the existing access road into the Cappards development, The Parish Council does not believe that this roadway can safely support the additional vehicle movements that 32 additional dwellings will bring, as there is currently frequent roadside parking on this access road, making pedestrian crossing and access difficult. 

We believe that this application should be refused on these grounds.

The fields of the proposed development site currently flood frequently. The site backs onto Stitchings Shord Lane, which was completely impassable during recent heavy rain and even if the developer provides adequate surface water drainage on site, we believe the present village drainage system is unable to cope with the existing demand, with water frequently pouring out of manhole covers throughout the village. Such large scale development should not be considered unless the developer also improves the village’s infrastructure to cope with such expansion.

The size of this purely residential development, will inevitably lead to a significant increase in traffic as the new residents commute to Bath, Bristol or other destinations in order to find work, however no provision has been made to improve the local road network to deal with this increase.

We believe that this application should be refused on these grounds.

In Summary, for each of the reasons highlighted above, Stowey Sutton Parish Council does not support this application.

However should permission for this development be given, despite our objections, Stowey Sutton Parish Council would like consideration given to section 106 funding requests being made to mitigate the burden that these additional homes will place on the village of Bishop Sutton.
The first item for section 106 funding would be for improvements to Bonhill Road, which, in many places, is not wide enough for two moving vehicles to pass and the extra vehicular traffic generated by this will exacerbate this problem, particularly at peak times. As a minimum passing places should be created in several places to permit the safe flow of traffic.

The second item for section 106 funding would be a contribution either financial or of land suitable for the creation of a small skateboard park for the youth of the area. The additional housing of this development will bring yet more children to the parish, where there are very limited play facilities for younger children and none for teenagers.

The Parish Council has been working with a group of local children and the B&NES youth service to identify funding and space for such a facility, but has so far been unsuccessful.

The third item for section 106 funding would be a financial contribution to permit the Parish Council, working with local parents to improve the younger children’s play area at the village hall.

iii) Hillside, Sutton Hill Rd, Bishop Sutton.

Erection of first floor side extension.

Deferred to next meeting as papers not available.

6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS
i) Apple Tree Cottage, The Street, Stowey
Erection of two storey side and first floor rear extension to provide additional living accommodation and creation of new access.

Application withdrawn.

6c
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

The Steering Group and working party chairs met during December 2013. Applications for funding for a housing needs survey are in progress.
7.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Having been planning to give an update of the Core Strategy hearings, the District Councillor was left with no report to give!
8.
PARISH RANGER SCHEME

B&NES has confirmed that the Parish Ranger will be able to request that 
parishioners cut back vegetation as necessary. He will also be repainting the 
finger posts as requested when the weather improves. 

There were some suggestions for this month which will be forwarded to him. 
These are:

i) Trim hedges/vegetation which is obscuring some road signs such as in Ham Lane.
ii) Survey of damaged road signs.
iii) Repair the seat at Stowey Crossroads.
9.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTS, DITCHES and DRAINS
i) 
Sutton Hill Rd. It was reported that there has been some fly tipping near Top Sutton. There is also a large hole in the pavement in this area. 
ii) 
Stowey Hill. It was reported that there is still a problem with the road surface and the camber on the hill and no guard rails along the steep drop on one side.
iii) 
A368 The Street.  It was reported that the flashing 30mph speed sign near the Bonhill Rd junction is not working

iv) A368 Wick Rd. It was reported that the road surface to the south of the 30mph signs in breaking up.
v) Hayes Pond Corner, A368. It was reported that the chevron sign has been damaged and no longer provides the proper reflection needed.
vi) Bonhill Rd. It was reported that the road surface near the junction with Twycross, Ham Lane, is breaking up.
vii) Ditch between Recreation Field and Football Field. It was reported that there appears to be some soapy water in this ditch.
These matters will be reported to B&NES.

10.
FOOTPATHS

There was nothing to report.
11.
FINANCES

i)
Discuss Draft Precept for 2014-15.


Discussion took place on whether to increase the precept by a minimal amount and provide the same level of service or whether to have a substantial increase and provide more services. The precept will be agreed at the February meeting.

ii)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£1,038.93
Clubs and Societies Reserve



£22,790.66
Cheques to pay: -

Filer’s Coaches (1584)



£125.00
CPRE (1585)





£29.00
Parish Cleaner (1586)



£134.61
Clerk’s Salary (1587)



£307.51
Clerk’s Expenses (1587)



£3.00
HMRC (1588)




£71.60
It was recommended that £1,000.00 be transferred from the Reserve to the Current Account.
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Brent, seconded by Councillor Thornhill and unanimously agreed.
12.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 5th February 2014 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.48pm.
The Parish Council has an open surgery prior to each Council meeting where individuals or groups can turn up and raise issues outside of the formal agenda. The surgery runs from 7.15 to 7.30 at the Methodist Hall on the first Wednesday of every calendar month. Parish Councillors want to hear your views on parish/community issues. Should you wish to meet a councillor or invite one to a meeting or event please contact the Parish Council Clerk clerk@stoweysuttonpc.org or telephone 01275 333328. The Parish Council recognises that the Parish Community is changing and evolving and the Council wishes to be responsive and adapt accordingly.  
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