STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 5th March 2014.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), K Tatham, J K Knibbs, A Thornhill, Mrs E Balmforth, R Brewer, R Brent, Mrs B Braidley and Ms H Clewett. There were nine parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES


There were none.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 5th February 2014 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

Item 7a)i) Councillors Betton and Mrs Balmforth declared an interest as neighbours of the property concerned.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Since our last meeting there has been considerable rain and some significant flooding in the parish.  One parishioner has provided video showing Stitchings Shord Lane blocked by water. Copies will be made available to both B&NES planning department and the District Councillor. If anyone is aware of any other flooding please let the clerk know, preferably with photos, so we can continue to put pressure on B&NES to address the problem as well as making it a material consideration when deciding planning applications.
B&NES Council has commented favourably on our Character Assessment which was completed in November 2013 as part of the Placemaking Plan.
They have now asked us to compile details of any parish assets which we would like to propose for protection, so we will ask the community what they want to protect and bring the proposal before the Parish Council in May, just in time for the B&NES deadline.
6.
PARISHIONER PRESENTATION
Two parishioners spoke about their survey which had been distributed through the primary and pre school. They had 47 responses. They believe there is a need for improvement of the existing play area at the recreation ground. They have contacted some play equipment providers and have some quotes. The Chairman thanked them for their interest and the work they have put into this.  

7a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
i) Land East of Chew Valley Caravan Park, Ham Lane, Bishop Sutton
Outline application for the erection of nine dwellings.
The Chairman and Councillor Mrs Balmforth, having declared an interest as neighbours, did not take part in the debate. The Vice Chairman, Councillor Tatham chaired the meeting for this item.
The meeting was opened for parishioners to speak.

The meeting resumed with the decision to object due to concerns with pedestrian access on Stitchings Shord Lane and Ham Lane, highways access from those lanes, risk of flooding, the ground level of this site is over 1 metre higher than Ham Lane, significantly increasing the impact of the new dwellings on the adjacent houses. Also possible loss of revenue to Chew Valley Caravan Park as the site would severely overlook some of their pitches, sustainability issues, concerns that Bishop Sutton Primary School is at capacity and places are not available for the additional pupils that this development will generate. It is also outside the existing housing development boundary, exceeds the total of 50 new homes which the core strategy specifically recognises as constituting unsustainable over development for an RA1 village like Bishop Sutton, and is contrary to Stowey Sutton Parish Council’s Residential Planning Policy. However, should the recommendation to refuse this application be ignored by the planning committee, we would ask that the following items for mitigation be required of the developer:-
Widening Stitchings Shord Lane and Ham Lane from the site entrance to the junction with the A368.

Installation of a 1.5m wide pavement along Stitchings Shord Lane and Ham Lane from the site entrance to the junction with the A368.

Funding the installation of a surface water drain in Ham Lane and Stitchings Shord Lane along the site boundaries to a point of Wessex Water’s choosing.

ii) Parcel 3567, Stitchings Shord Lane, Bishop Sutton
Approval of reserved matters with regard to outline application 12/04238/OUT for erection of 35 dwellings and associated infrastructure.
The meeting was opened for parishioners to speak.

The meeting resumed with the decision to object due to concerns about  

the change of property mix between the outline application and this application which will increase the density of housing, whilst reducing the open space on the development, the property sizes, three storey houses, the proposed rendered finish for all properties which does not match either the previous phases of this development or the wider village character. The design is out of character with the rest of the village, as identified in the Parish Character Assessment, completed in November 2013 as part of the B&NES Placemaking Plan process. Also, concerns on ditch maintenance, the apparent lack of consideration of Avon & Somerset Police’s Safer by Design policy, and concerns with access and on street parking and concerns that Bishop Sutton Primary School is at capacity and places are not available for the additional pupils that this development will generate.

7b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS
i) Parcel 3567, Stitchings Shord Lane, Bishop Sutton
Outline application for erection of 35 dwellings and associated infrastructure.
Permitted
7c
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPEALS.
i) Paysons Croft, Church Lane, Bishop Sutton
Erection of two dwellings and erection of three dwellings.

Appeals dismissed.
7d
FORMAL COMPLAINT

It was agreed to write to the Planning Inspectorate to make a formal complaint in respect of their apparent oversight in failing to include Section 106 conditions for funding relating to highways and youth provision when deciding the appeal for application 12/05279/FUL for Parcel 9181, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton.

8.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
The Neighbourhood Plan team is working hard to develop the plan. During February they distributed a housing survey to every home in the Parish, as well as making sure more copies were available in the village shops in Bishop Sutton and neighbouring parishes. The response has been great with over 220 responses received to date. That’s around 40% of homes returning completed forms. These surveys will help to establish what demand there is for new housing in the parish, and whether or not the development already permitted by B&NES is sufficient to meet this demand.
But the Neighbourhood Plan is not just about the level of house building so during March we will be distributing a second survey designed to find out how residents feel about the community, recreation, roads and transport, business and employment. It was proposed by Councillor Tatham, seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed that a maximum of £150 be allocated to the cost of this survey.
The team held two drop in events, one for businesses and one for land owners and developers on the 24th February. The sessions were well attended and we were able to get a good understanding of the issues concerning both groups.
9.
E PETITION TO AMEND THE NPPF

We have received an email from Welford on Avon Parish Council concerning the National Planning Policy Framework.
Due to the rapidly growing number of opportunistic housing development proposals being submitted in many rural communities throughout the country, they have lodged an e-petition on the No 10 website to amend the NPPF and would like support for this. Here is the link http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/59376
10.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor gave an update on his recent question to the Council (B&NES). The question was:
Following the successful campaign by Stowey Sutton Action Group to prevent asbestos and non hazardous waste being dumped in the quarry, and the Council being awarded costs despite withdrawing from the process, would the Council acknowledge the Action Group’s success, and if so how?

The reply was:

The Council does acknowledge that the Stowey Sutton Action Group played an important role in the consideration of both the planning application proposals and the scheme as was amended and accepted at appeal by the Planning Inspector. The Action Group was able to engage in the Planning Process, which is designed to ask for and take into account the views of interested parties when decisions are made in the public interest.

The Planning Inspector has recorded the evidence submitted at the Inquiry by the Action Group along with his consideration and conclusions which were based, in part, upon this evidence. This is a matter of public record which I consider acknowledges their role and, in addition, I will be pleased to ask the Leader of the Council to write to them accordingly. 

He also reported that B&NES has set a budget increase of 0%. However, the Conservatives have been able to secure some amendments. £100,000over two years to protect Advice Services and £50,000 to create a Looked After Children and Disabled Young Persons fund. Also, £200,000 for additional funding for DFG.

Initially it was proposed by the Administration to cut £2.3M from the Children’s Centre budget but following a challenge from Conservatives and Labour Councillors, £1M was restored to the Service – this will mean Children’s Services will continue to open at their existing hours.

These amendments were moved in response to priorities to local residents, protecting services to children and the most vulnerable. There is scope to protect these services as the Council has been running with a large budget surplus (£1.6M) and has put a huge amount of money into its reserves in recent years.

11.
PCAA UPDATE

Councillor Ms Clewett had attended the meeting in January. The Draft Noise Action Plan was discussed with a suggestion to Government that there should be an independent Noise Authority. The RNAV was also discussed and this would appear to be going through without any amendments. Passenger annual travel numbers have not increased as the Airport had hoped. No action will be taken with the access to the A38 from ????? Road until passenger numbers reach 7.3M when traffic signals will be considered. The next meeting will take place on the 24th June.
12.
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT WORKING PARTY REPORT

i)
Youth provision progress.
The working party met on the 20th February but no young people attended. Councillor Tatham has previously met with a skate park designer for a feasibility study but no suitable sites could be identified. The approximate cost for a small design will be in the region of £50 - £70,000 with a larger design costing in the region of £100 - £150,000. As there is neither a site nor funding for this project it was decided instead to consider offering transport to an existing skate facility such as Bath or Midsomer Norton. This will be considered fully at the next Parish Council meeting. In the meantime members of the working party will obtain quotes and dates for possible trips in the Easter holidays.

ii) Youth provision funding.

There is a possibility of using B&NES Youth Service’s minibus and driver for 
transport to a skate park and we are currently awaiting a reply from the Youth 
Service on this.

13.
PARISH RANGER SCHEME


The bridge over the ford at Stowey Bottom is missing a stone in the archway. 
We will ask the ranger if this is a job he can do.
A feedback survey has been requested by B&NES. It was agreed that the idea of having a parish ranger is a very good one, and we are happy with the work he has carried out. We feel it is unfortunate that he is only one man for all the jobs that need doing. Also, we have not had the promised completed jobs report each month from B&NES. We did have two but they were rather difficult to understand!
14.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTS, DITCHES and DRAINS
i) 
Ham Lane. It was reported that there is a pothole near Fairwood Edge.
ii) 
Stowey Bottom. It was reported that there are many potholes in the 
lane here.
iii) Sutton Hill Rd (Top Sutton). It was reported that there is a pothole at Top Sutton.

iv) A368 nr. Hillside Farm. It was reported that there are many potholes along the centre line of the road.

v) Denny Lane, Chew Magna. It was reported that there are many potholes in this lane.

15.
FOOTPATHS

i)
CL20/11 and CL20/12. B&NES has confirmed a Public Path Diversion Order to reroute the two footpaths and maintain access across the field following construction of the new houses. Although the route seems rather tortuous the Parish Council supports this order as it is essential to maintain these footpaths.

16.
FINANCES

i)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£2,064.03
Clubs and Societies Reserve



£20,793.64
Cheques to pay: -

Bishop Sutton Methodist Trust (1596)

£64.00
The Red Lion (1597)




£150.00
New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1598)

£110.00

ALCA (1599)





£241.16

Filer’s Coaches (1600)



£100.00

Parish Cleaner (1601)



£109.37
Clerk’s Salary (1602)



£307.51
Clerk’s Expenses (1602)



£36.20
HMRC (1603)




£71.60
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Tatham, seconded by Councillor Mrs Braidley and unanimously agreed.
17.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd April 2014 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.45pm.
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