STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 4th March 2015.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), K Tatham, J K Knibbs, A Thornhill, Mrs E Balmforth, R Brent, Ms H Clewett and Mrs B Braidley There was one parishioner present.
1.       APOLOGIES


Apologies were received and approved from Councillor R Brewer.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 4th February 2015 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

Councillor Tatham declared an interest in item 6aii) as a neighbour and a member of the project team.
Councillor Ms Clewett declared an interest in item 6aii) as a member of the project team.

Councillor Thornhill declared an interest in item 6aii) as a neighbour.

5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
There has been considerable correspondence between the Chairman and B&NES attempting to arrange a site meeting to discuss the proposed street lighting scheme for the Barrett's development. Eventually an officer has agreed to meet with the District Councillor and the Chairman.  
We have had one request for information from a member of the public about the Public Spaces Protection Order and the clerk and a parish councillor are meeting with B&NES for further discussions. We should have an update at our April meeting
 
6a.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
i) The Old Vicarage, The Street, Stowey
External alterations to first floor principle bedroom window and two ground floor French windows.
Support 
ii) Bishop Sutton County Primary School, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton

Erection of 2 buildings to provide new classrooms and additional school facilities

Support but have concerns about parking both during construction and following completion. Would also like a condition that the nearby roads used during construction are restored to their previous condition upon completion of the works.

6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS.
i) Lea House, 4 Sutton Park, Bishop Sutton
Erection of single storey extension following demolition of existing side conservatory.
Permit
ii)
Sunny Bank, Church Lane, Bishop Sutton

Erection of two storey side extension, single storey rear extension and 
replacement garage.

Permit
7.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

i)
Progress report.
The draft Stowey Sutton Neighbourhood Plan has been submitted to B&NES and there is now a publicity period when people can make representations on the draft until 12th March, before it is submitted to an independent examiner.
8.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

The District Councillor reported that B&NES has approved the budget with a freeze on council tax. They have been able to commit £55,000 to explore the possibility of enhancing transport in the Chew Valley and Somer Valley.

He also reported on the emergency closure of Stowey Hill for repairs and that these should be completed by next week and the road reopened.


The issue with the Ford signs is to be reconsidered later in the year following consultation with the Environment Agency.


He has also been trying hard to resolve the problems with the sub station which has been constructed on a footpath and in breach of a section 106 agreement at Tom Price Way.
9.
REPORT FROM PARISH COUNCILS AIRPORT ASSOCIATION MEETING
This was deferred to the next meeting.
10.      ROTARY CLUB OF CHELWOOD BRIDGE

Nominations are sought for the 2015 Community Award and must be sent to the Rotary Club by the 31st March. There were no nominations.
11.
CONSIDERATION OF VARIOUS ACTS OF PARLIAMENT

It was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Braidley and unanimously agreed that this Council does and will continue to consider the following Acts of Parliament when making its decisions.


The Crime and Disorder Act1998 (especially section 17).


The Data Protection Act 1998 (especially section 18).


The Freedom of Information Act 2000 (especially section 19).


The Natural Environment & Rural Communities Act 2006 (especially section 40).


The Equalities Act 2010.

12.
HEGDEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTS AND DITCHES/DRAINS


i)
Sutton Hill Rd. We received reports of large lorries using this road during the closure of Stowey Hill and after raising this with B&NES signs were erected for No HGV’s.

ii)
The Street. Following complaints about parking near the Post Office this was raised with B&NES and a request was made that they reconsider the size of the large bus stop marking opposite. We are currently trying to arrange a meeting with B&NES on this matter.


iii)
Bonhill/Ham Lane. It was reported that the road surface near the Twycross junction is very potholed and breaking up. This will be reported to B&NES.


iv)
Stowey Road near the Quarry. It was reported that there is a large pothole here. This will be reported to B&NES.

13.
FOOTPATHS

Cl20/15 Stowey. We have received a complaint that this footpath has been obstructed and this has been reported to B&NES.
14.
FINANCES


i)
Request from Dial a Ride for a grant.

It was felt that this service is too restricted and it was agreed not to donate to 
this.

ii)
Request from Chew Valley 10K for a grant.

The organisers have asked for a grant towards the cost of erecting barriers for 
this event. It was proposed by Councillor Thornhill, seconded by Councillor 
Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed that a grant of £300 be given for this.


iii)
Quotation for internal auditor.

A quote has been received from Mr Peter Duppa Miller at £100 to carry out 
the internal audit for the 2014/15 financial year. It was proposed by Councillor 
Ms Clewett, seconded by Councillor Tatham and unanimously agreed to 
accept the quotation.

iv)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£1,671.18
Clubs and Societies Reserve



£25,105.88
Cheques to pay: -

ALCA (1691)





£75.00
Filer’s Coaches  (1692)



£100.00
Salaries (1693 & 1694)



£449.50
Expenses (1694)




£16.18
HMRC (1695)




£54.80
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Thornhill, seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed.
15.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 1st April 2015 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.41pm.
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