STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in The Link on the 7th April 2016.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), R Brent, A Thornhill, Mrs E Balmforth, Mrs B Braidley, Ms H Clewett, R Brewer and Mrs E Daly. There were two parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES


Councillors J K Knibbs and P Gleave.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd March 2016 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

i)
Response from B&NES to flooding reports.
B&NES has responded with various proposals which include permanent signs for Ham Lane and Bonhill to indicate “road liable to flooding”. They refer to the flooding on 6th February as an “extreme storm event” but it was agreed to challenge this statement as the parish council does not believe that it was extreme. It was also agreed to request, once again, that they consider carrying out works to improve the culvert in Bonhill Lane. 

ii)
Response from B&NES to litter bin request.

B&NES has advised that, since the removal of the bin at Rushgrove Gardens they have been monitoring the area. They will look at the information and consider if a new bin is necessary. They will also investigate the costs and access for emptying the litter bin if moved from the lay by in the A368 to Stowey as requested. Further information is to follow.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman reported that the Valley Fest has been scheduled to take place from 2nd – 4th September this year. He has invited the organiser to attend a parish council meeting but has not yet received a response.
The next Chew Valley Area Forum meeting takes place on 28th April and a volunteer is needed to attend. 

In respect of the planning appeal for the residual land at Cappards Rd, the Secretary of State has received responses from the three parties and has invited comment on these responses which must be received by 15th April. The Chairman advised that he will send comments for the parish council.

 6a.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
i) Bonhill Barn, Bonhill Lane, Bishop Sutton
Prior approval request for change of use from Agricultural Buildings to Dwelling (C3) and associated operation development. 
Support with a preference for use of local natural stone. 
6b.
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS
i) 10 Bonhill Road, Bishop Sutton
Erection of two storey rear extension to replace existing single storey rear extension and erection of a porch to the front of existing dwelling.
Permit.

ii) Parcel 4927, Bonhill Lane, Bishop Sutton
Prior approval request for change of use from Agricultural Barn to Dwelling (C3)
Approved.
iii) Street Record, Tom Price Way, Bishop Sutton.

Erection of a sub station at Cappards Road, Bishop Sutton (Retrospective).

Permitted.

It was agreed to write to the Chief Executive at B&NES to raise our concerns on this matter. 
6c.
TECHNICAL CONSULTATION FROM CENTRAL GOVERNMENT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF PLANNING CHANGES

It was proposed by Councillor Brent, seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed that a detailed response be submitted outlining our concerns. Full wording available on request.
7.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

The District Councillor reported that Dr Jo Farrar, the Chief Executive of 
B&NES, will be leaving in September. It is likely that a temporary 
appointment will be made “in house”.  
8.
REPORT FROM INTER AGENCY MEETING

Unfortunately no one was able to attend the recent meeting and no minutes have yet been produced.
9.
RECREATION GROUND
i)
Update on progress from Jane’s Pond.
Four outline sketch plans have been produced and there will be further consultation on these. Following this a final design will be agreed by the parish council which will then move to the next phase involving costings and quotations etc.

ii) Venue hire for second consultation.

It was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Brent and unanimously agreed to a cost of up to £150 for the hire of a venue for a second consultation event.

10.       TREE FOR H.M THE QUEEN’S 90TH BIRTHDAY

It was agreed that a tree should be planted at the recreation ground to mark the 
Queen’s 90th Birthday. It was agreed to wait until the completion of the 
improvements before deciding upon the tree and where to plant it.
11.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTS, DITCHES/DRAINS


i)
Ham Lane. Although some repairs have been carried out there are still large potholes and almost continual running water in the lane which damages the repairs. It was agreed to ask a highways inspector to meet the council on site.

ii)
A368 near tennis courts and Hayes Pond Corner. It was reported that although some repairs have been made there are still some small round holes and also the surface at the crown of the road is breaking up. This will be reported to B&NES.

iii)
Stowey. It was reported that the fly tipping at the top of the hill, which was reported last month, is still there. This will again be reported to B&NES.


v)
Stowey Quarry road. It was reported that the road from the quarry is very muddy and it was agreed to ask B&NES to investigate whether the necessary wheel washing is taking place when vehicles are leaving the quarry.

12.
FOOTPATHS

i)
Diversion of CL20/28 between Stitchings Shord Lane and Cappards Road.

The Parish Council supports this diversion which has become necessary due to various construction on the line of the designated footpath.
13.
FINANCES


i)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£11,238.82
Clubs and Societies Reserve



£30,121.69
Cheques to pay: -

Filer’s Coaches (1789)



£125.00
ALCA (1790)





£254.91
Bishop Sutton Pre School (1791)


£500.00
B&NES (1792)




£450.00
Salaries (1793 & 1794)



£571.83
Expenses (1794)




£3.78
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Mrs Balfmorth, seconded by Councillor Thornhill and unanimously agreed.
14.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meetings will be held on Wednesday 4th May 2016 at The Link, beginning at 7.30pm with the Annual Parish meeting followed by the AGM and the ordinary Parish Council meeting.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.46pm.
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