STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in The Link on the 7th December 2016.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), Ms H Clewett, R Brent, Mrs E Balmforth, and C Brookes.  There were six parishioners and members of the public present.
1.       APOLOGIES

Mrs B Braidley, R Brewer, J K Knibbs, P Gleave and Mrs E Daly and District Councillor Pritchard. 
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd November 2016 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
There was nothing to report that was not already covered by items on the agenda. However, Councillor Ms Clewett gave a brief report on the recent meeting of the Chew Valley Forum, including the presentations on the West of England Consultation Joint Spatial Plan and Joint Transport Study and update on the Budget situation with savings to be made. Links can be found on the website. The Chair Chris Head was re-elected for a further year with Tony Heaford as Vice Chair, an annual report was available.
6.
FLOODING AND DRAINAGE ISSUES

The meeting was opened and Clive Onions, the flood representative gave a report on the problems caused in this area recently by “Storm Angus”. 

The meeting resumed with the next item.
7a.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS


There were none.
7b.
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Cymanda,Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton

Erection of two storey side extension, alterations and vehicular access.

Permitted

ii) The Nursery, Folly Lane, Stowey

Erection of agricultural building (following application 16/00086/AGRN). 

Appeal dismissed. 
8.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor was not present. 
9.
REPORT FROM PCAA MEETING
Councillor Clewett gave a report on the recent PCAA meeting. It was agreed that this Council supports the PCAA’s concerns on car parking at Bristol Airport and it was agreed to write to the PCAA in support of their views.
10.
TRUESPEED BROADBAND UPDATE
The meeting was opened for Truespeed to give an update. The meeting resumed with the next item.
11.
TO APPOINT A NEW CLERK
The working party has considered the applications and met to interview the applicant. They recommended appointing Jenny Howell as the new Clerk from 2nd January 2017 at an hourly rate of £10.36 for between 25 and 33 hours per month. This was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Brent and unanimously agreed. 

12.
TO APPOINT A REPRESENTATIVE TO THE TEGG CHARITY
Mr Keith Tatham is willing to be appointed. He was therefore proposed by Councillor Mrs Balmforth, seconded by Councillor Brent and unanimously agreed. 

With the Council’s agreement the order of the agenda was changed to enable the following two items to be considered next.

16.
RECREATION GROUND – UPDATE ON DRAINAGE WORKS

An update was given on the proposed drainage works at the recreation ground. Work is expected to begin in January 2017 (subject to weather conditions) and is estimated to take three weeks, during which time there will be no access to the ground. The ground should then be reseeded during March (again dependant on weather conditions). It is anticipated the ground will be useable by the summer.

17.
RECREATION GROUND – REQUEST FOR USE FOR CHEW VALLEY 10K AND 1K


The organisers of the Chew Valley 10K and 1K have requested use of the ground for 11th June 2107. Agreement was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Brent and unanimously agreed. 
13.
CONSULTATION - B&NES CORE STRATEGY REVIEW

The response was agreed and full details are available on the parish council’s website.

14.
CONSULTATION – PENSFORD WITH PUBLOW NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN


It was agreed that this Parish Council supports the draft Pensford with Publow Neighbourhood Plan.
15.
CONSULTATION – WEST OF ENGLAND JOINT SPATIAL PLAN AND JOINT TRANSPORT STRATEFY

The response was agreed and full details are available on the parish council’s website.

18.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTS, DITCHES/DRAINS


i)
Hedge at Southlea, The Street, Bishop Sutton. 

It was reported that the hedge is narrowing the width of the pavement. The Clerk will write to the occupiers. 

iii) Old Bakery, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton

It was reported that the hedge is narrowing the width of the pavement. The Clerk will write to the occupiers. 

iv) Suzanne Green.

The Council has noted that Mrs Green regularly litter picks around the village and would like to thank her for this. The Clerk will write to her.
The Council would also like to thank all those residents who helped to clear drains and gullies during the recent flooding.

At the same time we would like to remind those who put up posters for events to please remember to remove them after the event.

19.
FOOTPATHS

Nothing to report.
20.
FINANCES


i)
Draft Precept for 2017-18.


The draft budget was discussed and projected figures for income and expenditure for the next financial year were shown to all Councillors. It is intended that the Precept will be agreed at the January meeting.

ii)
Financial Report and Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£32,921.97
Clubs and Societies Reserve



£36,132.52
Cheques to pay: -

Filer’s Coaches (1850)



£125.00
New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1851)

£80.00
AED Locator (EU) Ltd (1852)


£150.00

CPRE (1853)





£36.00

A J Drysdale (1854)




£60.00

Chew Valley GazettePublishing Ltd (1855)
£93.60

Stowey House Farm (1856)



£33.80
Salaries (1857 & 1858)



£502.10
Clerk’s Expenses (1857)



£2.75
HMRC (1845)




£27.00
It was recommended that £30,000.00 be transferred from the Current to the Reserve Account. Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Brookes, seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed.
21.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 4th January 2017 at The Link, beginning at 7.30pm. 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.45pm.
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