STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in The Link on the 3rd February 2016.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), R Brent, A Thornhill, Mrs E Balmforth, Mrs B Braidley, J K Knibbs, Ms H Clewett, Mrs E Daly and P Gleave. There were eight parishioners and members of the public present.
Before the meeting began there were presentations from Avon Wildlife Trust and Truespeed Broadband.

The meeting commenced at 8.12pm.

1.       APOLOGIES


Councillors R Brewer and K Tatham.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th January 2016 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

i) Crime Needs Assessment Consultation response.

A response has been received from the Avon & Somerset Police & Crime Commissioner. The assessment, which has been updated to reflect comments and points of accuracy from stakeholders, is now available on their website – www.avonandsomerset-pcc.gov.uk.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman reported that we have just been advised that a judge has ordered the Planning Inspectorate to reconsider two applications for housing at Boxbury Hill and Abbots Farm Close in Paulton after ruling that a planning inspector wrongly considered issues in his decision on matters that were not covered at a month long public enquiry held a year ago. The importance of this decision is that these two appeals were linked to the appeal for a further 32 houses at Cappards Road in Bishop Sutton which the Secretary of State has called in to make a decision himself. He has currently set a deadline of 25th February to announce his decision, however it is possible this might be delayed again in view of the outcome of the judicial review.
He also gave details of an invitation from AED Locator who installed the defibrillators around the Chew valley ten years ago, for members of the public to attend a free CPR Awareness evening at Chew Valley School on 25th February from 6.30pm – 9.00pm. 
 6a.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
i) 10 Bonhill Rd, Bishop Sutton
Erection of two storey rear extension to replace existing single storey rear extension and erection of a porch to the front of the existing dwelling.

Support.

ii) Parcel 4927, Bonhill Lane, Bishop Sutton
Prior approval request for change of use from Agricultural Barn to Dwelling (C3).
A vote was taken on supporting this application and was resolved as 3 in favour and 6 against. Therefore no support for the following reasons.

The proposal appears to be for tanalised tongue and grooved timber cladding to be used on all external walls and therefore conflicts with Neighbourhood Plan Policy SSHP03 Development Character.
iii) Sutton Court, Stowey
Internal and external alterations to remove communal oil fired central heating and hot water system and replace with individual LPG gas fired condensing boiler heating system with boiler flues discretely positioned in walls and roofs.
In principle there is support for this application but it was felt that the information provided did not contain enough detail on the appearance of the proposed flues in situ and it was agreed that more clarification is needed in this respect to enable the parish council to support this.

At this point Councillor Knibbs left the meeting.

6b.
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS
i) Land to North of Highbanks, The Street, Stowey
Prior approval request for change of use from Agricultural Barn to Dwelling (C3) and associated operational development. (The Piggery, Top Garden).
Approved.

6c.
REVISED SCHEME OF DELEGATION AT B&NES

B&NES has a revised scheme of delegation for planning applications. Full details can be found on their website – www.bathnes.gov.uk

Councillor Knibbs returned to the meeting.

6d.
B&NES SCHEME FOR DEALING WITH UNAUTHORISED ADVERTISEMENTS

Information on this is also available on the same website.
 7.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

The District Councillor reported that there had recently been two attempted 
break ins in Stowey.

He also gave information on the budget at B&NES which has been agreed as a 
2.25% increase. This has yet to be agreed at full council. There is a meeting on 
16th February and if no decision is reached there will be an EGM on 25th 
February. 
8.
CHEW VALLEY AREA FORUM MEETINGS

The next meeting is to be held on the 22nd February from 6pm – 8pm at Chew Valley School. Councillors Mrs Balmforth and Ms Clewett volunteered to attend.
9.
INTER AGENCY MEETINGS
The next meeting is to be held on the 15th March at Chew Magna Baptist Church from 12 – 2pm. Councillor Mrs Daly volunteered to attend.
10.       H.M THE QUEEN’S 90TH BIRTHDAY 
NALC has advised that there are to be celebratory beacons lit across the country on the 21st April and has provided information on purchasing beacons or lighting bonfires. It was agreed to reconsider this at the next meeting.
11.
SECURITY LIGHTING AT THE LINK


There have been a few reports of the security lights on the church building 
dazzling motorists recently. 


The meeting was opened for parishioners to speak.


The meeting resumed. There had been a temporary problem with the lights 
(which have been there for around ten years) not going out. This has now been 
resolved but to prevent any future problems the building manager has agreed 
to move the lights further down the wall so they should not affect 
motorists.
12.
RECREATION GROUND 

i)
Preliminary report from Jane’s Pond.

Jane Bain from Jane’s Pond gave a report on the recent survey. The next stage is to conduct some more research with the 16 – 19 age group and the cricket club. They will then produce three design options for further consultation.

ii) Play area safety report from B&NES.

This has been received. There are no items requiring immediate attention and no safety concerns. 
13.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTS, DITCHES/DRAINS


i)
The Batch. It was reported that work had recently begun cutting the hedge between The Batch and Summer Leaze. However, this is a protected hedgerow and should not be cut without planning permission. When challenged the contractors stopped cutting. This matter will be urgently raised with the planners at B&NES.

ii)
Ham Lane. It was reported that there are still many large potholes. As this has been reported several times, the matter will now be escalated further at B&NES.

iii)
A368 between Folly Lane and The Street, Stowey. It was reported that there are still several small sunken holes in the road surface. This will again be reported to B&NES.
iv)
Stowey Rd/road to quarry. It was reported that the edges of these roads are breaking up and falling away. This will be reported to B&NES.
v)
Stowey Hill and Hayes Pond Corner. It was reported that residents are concerned that there are no safety barriers at these locations where there have been accidents in the past. This matter will be raised with B&NES.

14.
FOOTPATHS

i)
CL20/ 12 The Batch.  Councillor Mrs Braidley has met with a footpaths officer from B&NES. Part of the path being used over The Batch is not the definitive footpath, which is further over. There is also a large badger sett nearby. However, the footpaths officer will investigate the matter further and report back in due course. 
14.
FINANCES


i)
Request for grants.


a)
Dial A Ride.


It was agreed not to provide a grant for this.

b)
Bishop Sutton Pre School and Forest Club.


It was agreed to defer this for a decision at the next meeting when 
more information should be available.

ii)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£1,685.34
Clubs and Societies Reserve



£34,117.37
Cheques to pay: -

Filer’s Coaches (1773)



£100.00
Oak Accountancy Services Ltd (1774)

£38.40
Salaries (1775 & 1776)



£478.28
Expenses (1776)




£4.86
HMRC (1777)




£35.00
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Thornhill, seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed.
16.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd March 2016 at 7.30pm in The Link.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 10.00pm.
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