STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in The Link on the 6th January 2016.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), K Tatham, A Thornhill, Mrs E Balmforth, Mrs B Braidley, J K Knibbs, Ms H Clewett, Mrs E Daly and P Gleave. There were thirteen parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES


Councillors R Brewer and R Brent.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd December 2015 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

i) Fly tipping in Sutton Hill Rd.  
Although this has been reported to B&NES the fly tipping is still there. B&NES will be reminded.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

6a) ii) 25 Highmead Gardens. Councillor Ms Clewett declared an interest as a neighbour.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman gave some information on council tax referendums. The Secretary of State does not plan to extend the principles to parish and town councils but expects such councils to behave responsibly as the government has the option of making them subject to the referendum principles in future.
He also highlighted the start of the parish wide survey on the recreation ground, full details can be found at www.stoweysuttonpc.org

 6a.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
i) Access lane to Cottages, The Street, Stowey
Prior approval request for change of use from Agricultural Barn to Dwelling (C3) and associated operational development. (The Piggery, Top Garden).
At this point the meeting was opened for parishioners to speak. The meeting resumed and a vote was taken on not supporting the application with all in favour and one abstention.
No support.

Conflicts with SSHP02 of the adopted Stowey Sutton Neighbourhood Plan, there are concerns over access and highways issues and the proposal fails the “impractical and undesirable location” test of the General Permitted Development Order.
ii) 25 Highmead Gardens, Bishop Sutton

Erection of new two storey three bedroom detached house on land at 25 Highmead Gardens, Bishop Sutton.

At this point the meeting was opened for parishioners to speak. The meeting resumed and a vote was taken on not supporting the application with all in favour. Councillor Ms Clewett did not take part in the vote having declared an interest as a neighbour.
No support.

Conflicts with the Adopted Stowey Sutton Neighbourhood Plan Policies SSHP02, SSHP03 and SSHP04, as well as failing to meet safe highway access requirements and requires the removal of mature trees, together with concerns over a historical watercourse  on the property. 

iii) The Byre, The Street, Stowey

Erection of an extension following demolition of conservatory.

Support.
6b.
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS
i) Pantiles, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton

Erection of two storey rear extension and internal alteration to existing dwelling (Resubmission).



Permitted.

ii) Update on Parcel 3567, Stitchings Shord Lane, Bishop Sutton (Cappards).

We have been advised that the Secretary of State has become aware of a legal challenge to the decision reached in the two interlinked appeals and he has therefore extended the deadline to issue a decision to no later than 25th February 2016.

6c.
NEIGHBOUR NOTIFICATIONS

We have received complaints from neighbours of some recent planning applications of which no notification was received from B&NES. This will be raised with Development Management at B&NES along with the restricted timescales relating to applications received during the month of December.
6d.
STOWEY QUARRY UPDATE


Councillor Ms Clewett advised that a recent meeting had been convened by the District Councillor with planning and enforcement  officers from B&NES and representatives of the Stowey Quarry Action Group. B&NES advised that a new planning application is anticipated from the quarry owner, this follows discussions between B&NES officers and quarry owners. The application will seek to consolidate all the existing planning approvals and related conditions so that B&NES will be able to ensure compliance and take enforcement action if necessary. There are ongoing concerns with access to the quarry which have not yet been resolved but are being dealt with by B&NES.


It was agreed to ask the Police to take action to enforce the weight limit restrictions on Sutton Hill Rd and through Stowey.
 7.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

At this point Councillor Knibbs left the meeting.
The District Councillor reported that due to the Government’s revised grant formula B&NES will need to find an additional £3.6M savings in this current financial year. These savings have yet to be identified. He also advised that B&NES will probably have to raise council tax by the 2% which has been agreed by Government due to the increases (mainly caused by implementing the increased “Living Wage” for employees) relating to Adult and Social Care.  
8.
MENDIP HILLS AONB PARTNERSHIP BALLOT


At this point Councillor Knibbs returned to the meeting.

A ballot form has been received from the Mendip Hills AONB Partnership for a Parish Council Representative. A vote was taken and Mr Chris Craig nominated by Compton Martin Parish Council was chosen to be supported by this Council.
9.
WEST OF ENGLAND JOINT SPATIAL PLAN CONSULTION
We are concerned that the text of the Wider Bristol Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) Volume 1 document conflicts with the maps in the same document regarding the respective boundaries of both the Bath and wider Bristol housing markets. We seek an absolute assurance that the Chew Valley and other rural areas of B&NES that are identified as within the "functional wider Bristol housing market" will not at any point during the life of the Joint Spatial Plan be transferred from the Bath housing market area to the Wider Bristol Housing Market Area for the purposes of housing and development planning. 
We also have concerns that there are no references to the Chew Valley within the Infrastructure position statement document, which suggests that the area’s infrastructure requirements have not been considered within the wider policy review. 
As part of the Joint Spatial Plan preparation consideration is being given to the boundaries of the Green Belt.  We strongly support a review of the status of Bishop Sutton, which is currently surrounded on three and a half sides by Green Belt, with much of the remaining area washed over by the Mendip Hills AONB. The single major access road, the A368, is within the green belt for several miles either side of the settlement, precluding any improvement to support the significant housing development that has occurred since the Green Belt boundaries were initially prepared. 
We  support the submission by the PCAA on the Joint Spatial Plan which challenges the scenario of Bristol Airport as an employment zone. The PCAA believes that this means warehouses, businesses and organisations would be encouraged to locate to the site. The PCAA believes that this would undermine objectives to create employment where there can be sustainable travel patterns and would exacerbate existing pressure on the A38, A370 and local rural roads surrounding the Airport. 

10.      WEST OF ENGLAND TRANSPORT STRATEGY CONSULTATION
We are particularly concerned that housing development both within Bishop Sutton as well as the wider Chew Valley has been built without being part of any integrated travel plan, with little public transport availability to support commuting to work by any method other than private car. We therefore support aim #1 of the Joint Transport Study, in particular the intention to improve public transport interchanges, such as developing an integrated public transport link with small buses within the Chew Valley linking to an interchange on the A37 to access the existing regular bus routes to Bath and Bristol. This plan is supported by Action Policy SSRT01 Public Transport, from the Adopted Stowey Sutton Neighbourhood Plan. 
We would not support any proposal that reduced highway capacity or parking along main roads in order to improve walking and cycling routes. It has been established in the Strategic Wider Bristol HMA Strategic Housing Market Assessment (Volume One) that the Chew Valley falls within the Bristol commuting zone and the current restricted public transport options make it impractical to commute to workplaces in any of the local urban areas by any means other than private car, so proposal #5 will by its nature make already difficult journeys longer. 
We are concerned that proposal #8 links improvements to strategic highway corridors to improved environments for pedestrians and cyclists. We would like to ensure that the A37 is added to the list of strategic highway corridors listed within this proposal as it forms the main arterial link from Bristol through a significant portion of the B&NES rural towns and villages not serviced by the A4. Whilst improvements to strategic highway corridors could be considered as vital to permit rural residents to continue to contribute to the economic growth of the sub region by giving access to significant employment opportunities within the urban centres, the possible shared use of many roads in the Chew Valley of vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists could create new safety concerns supporting the argument to separate powered vehicles from pedestrians and cyclists. 
We support the submission by the Parish Councils Airport Association (PCAA) on the Joint Transport Study. 
11.
RECREATION GROUND - UPDATE

Councillor Ms Clewett reported that there had been a meeting with Jane Bain of Jane’s Pond and some members of the working party where concerns over lack of progress were raised. Jane has now agreed to supervise the consultation and revised timetables and payments schedules are being prepared. A parish wide consultation is now underway.
12.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTS, DITCHES/DRAINS


i)
A368 nr Hillside Farm. It was reported that there is a large pothole in the road surface. This will be reported to B&NES.

ii)
Bonhill Rd nr Little Bonhill. It was reported that there is a blocked drain. This will be raised with B&NES.


iii)
Sutton Hill Rd nr Whitecross. It was reported that there is a blocked drain. This will be reported to B&NES.
iv)
Church Lane. It was reported that the HGV signs have been turned around. This will be reported to B&NES.
v) Blocked drains. It was noted that when drains are cleared by B&NES the debris tends to be left next to the drain with the result that when it rains it is soon washed back into the drain. It was agreed to ask B&NES if this could be remedied.
13.
FOOTPATHS

i)
CL20/ 12 The Batch. A request was made for a footpaths officer to meet with a Councillor to look at ways of improving this path as it was felt this path could become well used by residents of Summer Leaze when walking to school.
14.
FINANCES


i)
To set the Precept for 2016-2017. 

It was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed to accept the proposed budget with the precept set at £19,500 made up as Precept £18,880 and Local Council Tax Support Scheme grant of £620.
iii) Auto enrolment - to consider appointing accountants to advise on compliance matters.

A quote has been received from Oak Accountancy Services in the sum of £75.00 to manage the necessary paperwork. It was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Gleave and unanimously agreed to accept the quote.

iii)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£2,069.51
Clubs and Societies Reserve



£35,117.37
Cheques to pay: -

Filer’s Coaches (1765)



£125.00
CPRE (1766)





£36.00
Stowey House Farm (1767)



£16.45

Smith of Derby (1768)



£615.60

New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1769)

£80.00

Salaries (1770 & 1771)



£473.42
Expenses (1771)




£2.70
HMRC (1772)




£35.00
It was recommended that £1,000.00 be transferred from the Current to the Reserve Account.
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Tatham and unanimously agreed.
15.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 3rd February 2016 at 7.30pm in The Link.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.15pm.
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