STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in The Link on the 6th July 2016.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), R Brent, J K Knibbs, P Gleave, Mrs E Balmforth, Mrs B Braidley, Ms H Clewett, and Mrs E Daly. There were thirty two parishioners and members of the public present.
1.       APOLOGIES


Councillors A Thornhill and R Brewer.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 1st June 2016 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

i)
Footpath CL20/26 Stitchings Shord Lane, Bishop Sutton
B&NES has confirmed that the landowner has been asked to remove the barbed wire.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

7a) ii) Poole Farm, Sunnymead Lane, Bishop Sutton.
Councillor Ms Clewett declared an interest.

5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman reported that he had received some information on the West of England devolution.
 6.
RECREATION GROUND
i) To consider improving the drainage at the recreation ground.
It was agreed that before any other improvements can be carried out the drainage needs to be improved. It was therefore proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Brent and unanimously agreed that the Clerk will obtain at least three quotes for this work to include a report on the condition of the ground and the cost of any necessary work.

ii) To consider improving the facilities at the recreation ground.

At this point the meeting was opened for parishioners to speak.

The meeting resumed and it was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Ms Clewett and unanimously agreed that the parish council will make improvements to the facilities at the recreation ground for both children and adults following further discussion with the community.

7a.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
i) Parcel 0074, Stowey Rd, Stowey

Prior approval request for change of use from Agricultural Barn to Dwelling (C3) and for associated operational development.

Support

Full wording available on website.

ii) Poole Farm, Sunnymead Lane, Bishop Sutton.

Prior approval for the re-development and conversion of existing barn comprising workshop and garage to provide 3 self contained holiday rental flats (User Class C3).

At this point the meeting was opened for parishioners to speak.

The meeting resumed and a vote was taken on objecting. This was carried with 6 in favour and one against.

Object.

Full wording available on website.

7b.
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Stowey Mead Farm, The Street, Stowey
Conversion of existing barn into one bedroom dwelling and associated parking.

Application withdrawn.

ii) Residual land at Cappards Farm.

The decision by the Secretary of State is due by 7th July 2016.

8.
STOWEY QUARRY UPDATE
Councillor Ms Clewett gave an update based on the briefing note from the Environment Agency who are currently monitoring activity at the quarry. It is acknowledged by Banes that  some non inert waste has been deposited there the EA  are exploring the nature and extent of this along with possible closer controls. Councillor Ms Clewett reported that there have been significant numbers of articulated enclosed lorries making deliveries and asked that details be reported to the Environment Agency noting date, 
time and place and if possible the operators name and registration number of the vehicle.  
9.
BROADBAND UPDATE
The Chairman reported that the superfast fibre broadband has now arrived in Bishop Sutton.
10.       DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

The District Councillor gave some information on the West of England 
devolution plans. B&NES was one of 34 councils nationally to apply for this. 
The combined West of England councils should receive £900M over the 
course of the next 30 years shared between the 4 authorities, governed by a 
Metro Mayor. However, N Somerset has rejected this and therefore the money 
will be shared between the remaining 3 authorities. This is for infrastructure to 
deal with the deficit. A 6 week consultation period began on 4th July.

He also reported on B&NES response to the street lighting at Summer Leaze. 
They have carried out a consultation with the residents of Summer Leaze and 
although there was a relatively low response opposing removal of the lighting, 
due to the potential cost involved in removing it, have decided to leave it as it 
is. The District Councillor offered to meet with the Chairman and the Chief 
Executive of B&NES together with an officer and a cabinet member to 
consider this further and this was agreed.  

11.
REPORT FROM PCAA AGM AND ORDINARY MEETING


Councillor Ms Clewett gave a report from the recent AGM and meeting of the 
PCAA. The AGM focussed on plans to keep the subscription cost at £50.00 
per parish. There was also discussion of the Airport’s plans for further car 
parking on the Green Belt and a response for North Somerset Council’s 
planning department has been prepared by the PCAA. 

12.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTS, DITCHES/DRAINS


i)
B&NES “Pioneering approach to road safety on the A37”

B&NES has issued details of its pioneering approach to road safety on the A37. However, it was agreed this amounted to little more than routine maintenance and it was agreed that we will write to B&NES with our comments. 

ii)
B.T green box opposite the Post Office.

It was reported that there is some graffiti on this box. This will be reported to B.T.

iii) Pensford, A37 road closure and diversion.

The A37 will be closed for resurfacing during September. See www.bathnes.gov.uk for further information.
13.
FOOTPATHS

CL20/28 Cappards Road.

B&NES has confirmed a Public Path Diversion Order has been made to divert the section of public footpath running from a garden boundary passing to the east of an electricity substation, crossing Cappards Road and continuing to Stitchings Shord Lane to a new line commencing from a garden boundary passing to the west of an electricity substation, crossing Cappards Road and continuing to Stitchings Shord Lane.
14.
FINANCES


i)
Auto enrolment.

It was noted that the Parish Council does not have any employees who qualify for auto enrolment in a pension scheme.

ii)
Arnold Baker on Local Council Administration.
The latest edition of the above is now available at a cost of £92.00
It was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed that a new copy be ordered.
iii)
Financial Report and Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£2,410.52
Clubs and Societies Reserve



£34,126.07
Cheques to pay: -

Filer’s Coaches (1808)



£100.00
Stowey House Farm (1809)



£32.90
New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1810)

£600.00
PCAA (1811)





£50.00

Information Commissioner (1812)


£35.00

Salaries (1813 & 1814)



£508.50
Clerk’s Expenses (1814)



£1.65
HMRC (1815)




£25.60

Bishop Sutton Society (1816)


£200,00

SPOILT (1817)

N E Somerset & Bath Methodist Circuit (1818)
£40.00

Chew Valley 10K (1819)



£400.00
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Ms Clewett, seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed.
15.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 3rd August 2016 at The Link, beginning at 7.30pm. 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.03pm.
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