STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in The Link on the 4th May 2016.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), R Brent, J K Knibbs, P Gleave, Mrs E Balmforth, Mrs B Braidley, Ms H Clewett, R Brewer and Mrs E Daly. There were four parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES


Councillor Thornhill.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th April 2016 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
There was nothing to report this month that is not already covered by the agenda items.
 6a.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
i) Ellen’s Farm, Stowey Rd, Hinton Blewett
Erection of a temporary agricultural workers dwelling (Retrospective).
Support with condition. See website for full details.

ii) Stowey Mead Farm, Stowey

Conversion of existing barn into one dwelling and associated parking.

A vote was taken on objecting and was carried with 7 in favour and 2 abstentions. See website for full details.

6b.
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS
i) Bonhill Barn, Bonhill Lane,  Bishop Sutton
Prior approval request for change of use from Agricultural Buildings to Dwelling (C3) and associated operational development.
Approved.
6c.
PLANNING INFORMATION
i) Salt & Malt sign, Walley Lane.
This has now been removed.

ii) Pantiles, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton

B&NES are investigating complaints about a large building currently under construction.

iii) Stowey Quarry.

There have been reports that there has been a lot of activity recently and some infilling has apparently taken place. There was a proposal that a new planning application would be sought which would tie in all the previous permissions and conditions, but this has not yet happened.
A further meeting with B&NES enforcement officers and other parties is being arranged.

7.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

The District Councillor gave an update on various matters including the 
Council budget for B&NES, the Chew Valley Transport Strategy, highways 
maintenance, devolution, broadband and the Core Strategy. The full report 
follows these Minutes.
8.
VACANCY FOR COUNCILLOR

The vacancy has been formally advertised and there were no requests made for an election. The parish council is now able to co-opt and welcomes applications. Please contact the Clerk for further information.
9.
RECREATION GROUND
i)
Update on progress from Jane’s Pond.
The recent consultation event held on 28th April was very well attended. Jane’s Pond is due to give a presentation at the next parish council meeting. 
10.       CHEW VALLEY TRANSPORT STRATEGY

A response in line with the Neighbourhood Plan was agreed and will be 
submitted to B&NES. Full details available 
on the website.
11.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTS, DITCHES/DRAINS


i)
A368. Following the reports of HGV’s using Sutton Hill Rd to try to access Stowey Quarry, it was agreed to request that B&NES put an additional sign on the 7.5T weight limit signs which states “No access to Stowey Quarry”. 
12.
FOOTPATHS

There was nothing to report.
13.
FINANCES


i)
To approve the Annual Governance Statement for the 2015-2016 Annual Return.


It was proposed by Councillor Betton and seconded by Councillor Brent that the Statement of Governance as reported in the Annual Return be approved. This was unanimously agreed. The Statement was duly signed.


ii)
To approve the Statement of Accounts for the 2015 – 2016 Annual Return.

It was proposed by Councillor Betton and seconded by Councillor Brent that the Statement of Accounts as reported in the Annual Return be approved. This was unanimously agreed. The Statement was duly signed.


iii)
Financial Report and Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£1,783.30
Clubs and Societies Reserve



£38,122.99
Cheques to pay: -

Filer’s Coaches (1795)



£100.00
Mr I Dagger (1796)




£50.00
New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1797)

£170.00
Zurich Municipal (1798)



£579.53
Stowey House Farm (1799)



£16.45

Oak Accountancy Services (1800)


£38.40

Salaries (1801 & 1802)



£498.90
Clerk’s Expenses (1802)



£18.19
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Mrs Balmforth, seconded by Councillor Thornhill and unanimously agreed.
14.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 1st June 2016 at The Link, beginning at 7.30pm. 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.00pm.
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B&NES Council budget.
Over £40M of savings will be needed over the next four years. So far £11.7m of savings has been identified, including £2.2M in management savings and £3M of new income. The 1.25% rise in Council Tax was the lowest in the West of England and among the lowest in the country. This also included 2% for the new Socail Care precept to ring fence funding for Adult Social Care.

Transport Strategy.

Consultation will begin on Somer Valley and Chew Valley Transport Strategy in May and this will provide an opportunity to look at local public transport. Parish Councils will be asked to give feedback on proposals.

Highway maintenance.

An additional £550K has been allocated to Highway Maintenance this year on top of the £3.6M grant from Government.

A37 Safety programme.

A £200,000 programme of safety improvements for the A37 has been identified by B&NES. Details to be released in May. Not all schemes will be undertaken at once; they will be introduced over time and each scheme will be consulted on individually.

Devolution.

The Government has published Devolution proposals for the West of England. This is about handing money and decision making powers from Government to the region. It would mean £30M a year of additional infrastructure funding for the region. It would not mean a merger of the Councils – each Council would remain separate and autonomous – but the Government has been insistent on the creation of a “regional Mayor” to oversee the arrangements, which may cause difficulties.

Broadband.

B&NES is continuing to support Connecting Devon and Somerset to enable roll out of superfast broadband (faster than 24mps) to 90+% of rural areas. The Second phase – aiming for 95% coverage – will see the tender process open up to more providers. The £500 voucher scheme is now available through Connecting Devon and Somerset for properties which cannot access superfast broadband to help towards connection costs.

Core Strategy.

B&NES is meeting its housing requirement under the need for a “five year land supply” and is set to deliver a record number of new homes this year. This helps give protection to the Core Strategy and areas not designated for new development.

In order to meet their legal “duty to co-operate” under the NPPF, B&NES us currently undertaking  a Joint Spatial Plan with North Somerset, Bristol and South Glos. This will also help the area better plan for future infrastructure needs. As part of this B&NES has been arguing for a brownfield first and “urban intensification” approach to maximise land within the Bristol border and other urban parts of the region – though it is yet to be seen what the final housing requirements will be.
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