STOWEY SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk: Mrs J Howell, Tel. 07902 906993 Email: clerk@stoweysuttonpc.org Website: www.stoweysuttonpc.org
Address: Stowey Sutton Parish Council, PO Box 1223, Bristol, BS48 9BS
Development Management



8th September 2017

Bath and North-East Somerset Council


By Email.

Regarding: 17/02744/FUL

Application Location: Ellens Farm, Hinton Blewett Road, Stowey.
Proposal: This application is for full planning permission for the Erection of a livestock building and general store.

Dear Sirs,

This application is for full planning permission for the Erection of a livestock building and general store. The application should be considered against the Adopted Stowey Sutton Neighbourhood Plan; the application site is outside both the AONB & Greenbelt, but is located in an otherwise largely open area.

 

Business and Employment Policy SSBE02 Business Type
 

The Neighbourhood Plan will encourage and support new retail, catering, small office and business units or the expansion of existing businesses, providing they can be shown to be viable, sustainable, benefit the local economy and the wellbeing of the parish.
 

They should be sensitive to the local setting and not have a detrimental impact on the surrounding environment.
 

Such development should meet the needs of existing and future local businesses.
 

The application is partially supported by this policy, although the Parish Council considered whether the proposed location on the plot could have a detrimental effect on the neighbouring property (The Gables).
 

On balance, the location on the plot of the proposed building will have an unreasonably detrimental effect on the neighboring property, which outweighs the potential benefit, Stowey Sutton Parish Council would consider a future application for a similar development at an alternative location on the plot.

 

Housing and Development Policy SSHP06 Lighting
 

Where lighting is proposed, it should be designed to avoid intruding into areas where darkness is a characteristic of the village. Any lighting scheme must not impact negatively near woodland edges or near hedgerows used by bats for foraging.

 

Although artificial lighting is not specifically referenced in the application, the open rural location of the application site will make it essential to minimise the effect of any necessary task lighting & if permitted a condition should be included requiring a separate application for any external artificial lighting proposed.

 

Other matters
 

Stowey Sutton Parish Council are concerned that this development will be used to concentrate the applicants livestock holding in this location at certain times of the year, as the application does not show a traffic management plan the Parish Council are concerned that this will lead to increased traffic on this quiet, narrow rural lane.

 

Conclusion
Whilst the application is partially supported by Stowey Sutton Neighbourhood Plan policy BE02, the location on the plot of this very large industrial scale building will have an undue impact on the neighbouring property. This together with traffic management concerns raised resulted in a decision on 6th September 2017 that Stowey Sutton Parish Council do not support the Planning Application in its current format.

 

If B&NES Council are minded to permit this development regardless, the Parish Council would request that a condition should be included requiring a separate application for any external artificial lighting proposed in the future, to ensure compliance with Stowey Sutton Neighbourhood Plan policy SSHO06 Lighting.

Yours Faithfully,
Mrs Jenny Howell
Clerk to the Council
